1. May 1, 1867 - New Publications [Jumping Frog]

~In » haudsomely printed and tastefully
Lonnd Tittlo volame, enllod the Jumping Frog,
wl:tele fa tlie indtind venturo of Mr, O, H. Wenn ag |
a v hilialine PR Alaile '[‘wp{1!li nyquanla himeslf as

T S ,Fea

s, candidato for the honovs jof s, humorist,
o Hn;k"]::wmq’ is, ‘Ij’ﬁ"b-ﬁ__ﬁli'f the nom de plume
H‘w . qur]!'q;’*,ﬂﬁamuﬁ, who, although a Bis-
sourian by, birth, 1ias for the 'last'year bad his
rnsih o in ﬂnhfc;rpla Thero his contributions
o the weekly journals sbonred him a wide popu-
larity, and this volumo serves to introduce him
to tho lovors of humor n the Atlantic Statos
The aketch from whish the book takes its namo
. was firsk published sovoral yoars ago, and at
Abat time was widely. cwrculated through. the
‘mewspapers. It is o fair spocimen of the whim-
sical fahcios in ‘which ' the lmnk’uhuﬁuﬂ.a, and,
- although there are othor. skotehos | nearly equal
toilin morit, it is appropriately assigned the
loading. place because it has dons more than
any other single paper to secure for the writer
whatever reputation ho  may have. *Mark
Twain" differs from other recont writers of us
class in not resorting to the ndventitious aid of
- badepelliug to make his jokes seem more absurd,
| aod ths is, of course, decidedly in his favor.
There ia a great deal of quaint humer and much
pithy wisdom in his' writings, sad their own
meril, as well a8 the attractive style in which
they ‘are produced, must secure them a popu-
larity which will bring its own profit, The
American News Company are the agents for the
publisher, and he is, by the way, also editor of
the volume, i .




2. May 7, 1867 - Mark Twain's Lecture [Sandwich Islands]

T —

Mnrik Twain's Lecture.

A full and attentive audionce assembled at
the Cooper Institute last evening to listen to the re-
cital of Mark Twain’s experiences in the Sandwich
Islands. Nearly every one present came preparcd
for considerable provocation for enjoyable langhter,

and from the appearance of the mirthful faces lenving
the hall at the conclusion of the lecture, but few
were disappointed, nnd it not too much to say that
seldom has so large an audience been so uniformly
pleased 08 the one that listened to Mark
Twain's quaint remarks last evening, The Ilarge
ball of the Union was filled to its utmost capacity by
fully two thousand persons, which fact spoke well for
the brilliant reputation of the lecturer and his future
succeas, Mr, Twain’s style is s quaint one, both in
mannor and method, and throughout his discourse
he managed to keep on the right £ido of his audience
and frequently convnlsed it with hearly laughter.
Some of the anradotes related were wittily told,
and so embellirhed as to be doubly enjoyed by
his hearers, While the speaker made someé very
amusing comments upon the habits and customs of
the S8andwich Islanders, he stated that allthe {acts
relat:d by him were strictly true, and several of
thom appeared quite strange as well as true. The
speaker gave the American missionaries great credit
for their work in ecivilizing and converbing the
Islanders, and spoke of the singular fact that tho
. descondants of these missionaries have no stain upon
their moral character, being exemplary citizens,

During his description of the topography of tho
Sandwich Islands, the leciurer surprised his hearers:
by a graphic¢ and cloquent deseription of the irrip-
tion of the great volcano which occurred in 1840, and
his language was loudly applauded.

Judging frem the success achicved by the lecturer
last evening, be should repeal the experiment at an
early day.




3. June 9, 1867 - The Pleasure Excursion to Europe and Palestine - Sailing of the Quaker City

Tho Plensure Excarston to Europe snd
Falogiine=8elling of the Rualer
Olty-

The stenmer Quaker Oy, Copt. Dusoax, sailed
from 1his port yosesdsy, bavlog op boaed the private
exourmon party deatined lor o Bummor tip up tha
Medlterrnnoan, touching ol Gibealier, Marscilics,
Genos, Loghorn, Neples, Bmyean, Jopps, Alexandrin,
Malts, Valeooin, Modeira, ke, and relo ning (b st
ter parl of Octobor, This excurelon wie et on foot
Bimy tour months sgo by Coph Dowcaw, and wae
originolly desligped to embrece o select and some-
whot exelanlve parly, bul bafore 1he etoxmor
nallod it was found peccsmiry to lower ihe
stendard o MUtbe, snd opdioery porsons  wilh
§1.200 1o gpend were enmabled to purchese {dok-
ey, Rov. HEXEY Winp BERCOESR, who wis carly
pnuouneed Io be of the parly, found it inconvenlont
to mnke (ko trip, und more recontly Gen. Snmnwas
won compalied o forego tho ploscara; mo thot slier
the withilmawe! of thens two Jeeding names irom Lthe
Wl of etirootions, the passenger Mat gragnally
diminieked until the siesmor wae obligod o mil
with sbout half the samplement of nemes provided
for n tho originel-programmo, MNevertbeloss tho
perly will doabiless bo equally jolly, If vet quite =
selocd pp at Orst conlemplatod, and the excursion
w@aonod fadl to prove o plessant and enjosable modo
of pacing the Summer, It ke dealgoed o resol the
lending porta io the following erder: hlarucilles, sbout
the 2Tth June; Nayples, 2Tt July; Conalan msople, Ltk
Angusl; Alexandrin, 13.h Beplember; Gibraliar, 23
Octaber, erviving bome heforo Nov, 1. Al ail of fhess
pleoes the sleomer will stov long enough fo glve
1he exeurslonistis an cppoziunily to make a Lrip ino
{he Interlor ood visit' sdjecent poiois of io-
tepcat. Theao who peefer 1o remelo od beand Lhs
sicatner while Iylng in port will ba ailowed fodo a0

without additkmsl cxpense.  The zalllng ol tho
stcamer yostordey worolog drew (ogather a lamea
throag of peopla apon the wharf, conoposed malnly
af tha drlesds ond ralativos of ko @ OO, RGN
of whom sccompaniol the Quaker Oty dowa the bay
in the sleamboat & 0. Plerer, which wia eliortered
jor the cccasion. Thr excursionlsts number eboug
rcrcn!?-ﬂ.m pereane, a8 followa:

A. ¥, Alleo, Now York Gily; Dr. E. Andrews, Al-
boay, N.Y.; J. @G. Terry, B1. Lowls, Mo.; Mr, sod
Mru. A, Doll, Portemeonth, Okio; T, 8. Bookwith, (love-
lznd, Obio; AL &, C. ¥, eod Misa F, Bewch, Brooklyn;
Dir. G. Lizrel, Misaouri; 3r, and Mes. J, W, and Miss
Lomnd, Bt Ponl, Mo.; Dr, M. Drosn, Ctreleville, Ohio;
Jog. Dryusm, Philsdelphie; Ror. H. Lullanl, Wer-
Innd, Masa; 8 (Mark Twadn) Clemens, Cabiborning
Mise Chadeyne, Jorsey Cliy; W.F. Ohoireh, Cincinostl,
Uhiogy D A, sud Mssler Cranoe, New-Tork City; Mr.
nnd Mre. W, I, Orocker, Clovolomd, Obko; D, [, Cutier,
Taong Istand; Xethon Decsn, Tong Ieiend ; LW, Teany,
Winclestor, Vo, ; Mr, an<d Mra, Frod, Timon, Koreolk,
Conn, : M, O, €, and Soms; G, H. Danckn, Brooklyn;
18, A, Flinit, Colombuog, Oblo; Mre. Fuirbanks, Ohio; J,
Herron Fouwter, PFennaylyamla; W, and Mre. Glason,
damestown, Penn. ; Tev. . H, Oreer, Doston, Mase ;
John Geeenwood, Jr., Hew-Tork Clly; 8. M, Griawold
kil wide, Wew-York Cily; Gen. B, B. Grabb, Dacling-
tom, M. J.; Mre. J. 0. Qroen, Weelilngloa; G. Helss,
Fluledesplda; Cape. W. H. Hool, CGanedvunati; How. .
8 Holdendam, Hervlaburgh; Hov, B G Hufehineou,
k. Louls; Jemes K. Hyde, sudowry; J. G. Ishum,
Cipeimnell, Onfo; Dr. A A va Jackson,
Birovaaburgh; W. E James, Drookiyn; Freder
itx F. Jonkipe, Boreton, Mae; Cuk P, Ein
ny, Partsmenth, Ohio; Obarles L. Laogdoa,
Now.York City; 3 Lecowe, fan Fromcisco, Oal,;
Daniet » Nemre¥erh Ciiy: Mre F. G. Lot, Now.
York Cily; Mr. and Mre E R, Lockwood, Hewark,
Conn.; 3. M. May, Janeawilln, Wis; Mra MUehall,
Bea“om, Mane, ; Misa L'lu#hu Mitehell, Boabon, Mees. ;
L., Moody, Caotom, N. Y.; J. Menllan, §t. Jolns,
Moo A Neleon, Alton, Ili: F. & Neshit, Falton, Mo.;
Miugn Newsll, Janasellie: W, A. Ots, Clovo wnd; C, C.

Peousylvenis; Rov. A L. Dars omd Miss
Vark, Dostem; O, H. Poreons, Mew-York; De, avpd
Mra J. B. Faroe, Hosion; G. W, Quepes, Aurors;
& N, Ssodand, (develand; 8. L, S verenee, Cleve-
mn:in:j Dunsel Shom, o1 Louds; B, Wiilets, Loug




4. July 23, 1871 - A Real Church .

A Resl Charch.,

‘Wo print elsewhere an account of a church
proposed, if we may believe the gentleman
who calls himself ““Mark Twain,” to be
erccted in Elmira, according to tho plans
and wishes of Rev. Triomas K. BLECHER.
The writer of this account has on soveral
occasions deluded a too credulons public
with what appears to him practical jokes,
and this tale of his may be only another
joke; butifit is, it is admirably concoived
and werthy to be made a fact. )

Ho relates that Mr. BEECHER., who is a
well-known and justly-csteemed clergyman
in Elmira, proposes, and his congregation
consents, to erect a series of buildings, in
connection with the church proper, to in-
clude Sunday-school rooms, a lect N
an assembly room, where any member of the
church may give a social *“‘party” to his
friends; an infirmary, for the care of the
sick poor belonging to the church, thor-
oughly fitted and supplied with attendants
and with a kitchen; a set of bath-rooms,
where the church members, or those who
have no such conveniences at homo, may
bathe free of charge, and a free library. In
connection with the infirmary, the church is
to keep a horse and carriage, to give its sick
poor the air.

‘To a good many people such ascheme as
this would doubtless seem Quixotic and im-

icable. Tous, it appears not
only practical, but eminently wise. What
is the object of a church? For what do a
number of people unite together as a church
organization? Is it to erect, furnish, and
maintain a showy building, and install there-
in and support a brilliant orator, to whom
they shall listen once, or perhaps twice, in
the week, and who shall reflect upon them
much glory? That appears undoubtedly
the main object of most congregations. To
be sure, they do something more. They sup-
port, if they are rich, missionary chapels for
the accommodation of the poor; they are
benevolent in various ways; but many of
the ways, though convenient, are essen-
tally wrong and sometimes, in the long run,
mischievous, because they separate the rich
from the poor.

A church, to be complete and properly or-
ganized, ought to include poor and rich
aliko; it ought to provide for the wants of
both; it ought to bring them together, to
establish and maintain between them mu-
tual relations of kindness and brotherly in-
terest; it onght to provide for ifs sick poor;
it should soe after the welfare of its mem-
bers; in short, it ought to do what, accord-
ing to Mark Twain, Mr. BEECRER’S Church
proposes to try in Elmira.

“TFewer psalms and more supper.,” was
what a little street urchin proposed, in Lon-
don, as an amendment to the practico of
some benevolent body which bad taken him
in charge; and he was right. Mr. BRACE’S
efforts among the poor children in this City
have been successful, because he and those
who havelabored with him have been able
to convince the children that they were in-
terested, not only in their eternal, but in
their present and material, welfare. A few
years ago a well-known citizen of Brooklyn,
now dead, but st1ll remembered with grati-
tude by hundreds of young men in this
City and elsewh ‘was tho d
of a very popular and successful Sunday-
school; and it was his constant prac-
tice, not only to 1nstruct and train
the boys and girls—mostly poor and
many friendless—on Sunday, but also
to see that they were properly and use-
fully employed ; to look after their advance-
ment in the workshops where they earned
their living; to seek employment for those
who needed it ; in short, he was not only
their teacher, he was their helper, their
guide, their friend and ally. He was, to them,
‘what, if we may believe Mark Twain, Mr.
BEECHER’S people in Elmira propose to be
to all who are of their membership—a helper
in the time of need, an encourager, a com-
forter. His friendship aided and strength-
ened many hundreds of youth tolive upright
lives, to resist the temptations of City life;
and to be patient, hopeful, and industri-
ous.

Thus to encourage and help, by contact,
by familiar acquaintance, by example, and
by Christian kindness, rather than by the
gift of money, or old clothes, seems to us to
be the true office of a Christian Church ; and
we trust Mr. T. K. BEECHER, who has the
reputation of being a persistent man, will
Le able to give his plan a fair tral.

July 23, 1871 & A New Beecher Church



A NEW BEECHER CHURCH,
DY MARK TWAIN.

If Rav. Mr. Smith, or Rev. Mr. Jones, or
ew. Mr. Drown, were about to build a new
ehuwveh edifiee it would be projectod on the snmoe
old pattern, and ba ke pretty much all the
other churches in tho country, and s T wonld
naturally mention 1t as a new Presbvterian
Church, or & new Methodlst, or a now Baptiat
Church, nond never thnk of eslling 16 by the
pastor’'s name; bt when & Beechar projecta o
churel, that edifice 18 necessarily going to ba

somaething enticely freah and oriminal. It 19 not
ealng to be like any other chureh fn the world ;
it is golog to ho na varicgnted, cccentric and
marked with a8 pecnlinr and strikine ao Ind-
viduality ne o Bueeocher hnpself; itils golng to
have a deal more Beeehor in 1t than any one
narrow eraed can 1f in it without rattling, or
any one arbitrary order or architectore ean
aymmetricnliy enclose ond cover. Conaeguent-
Iy, to coll it & Congregational Cinreh would not
glve half an ldea of the thing. Therc 18 only
ona word broad epeugh and dasp enounglh to
take in the whole affair ana express it elonrly,
Inminonsly nnd coneigely—and thot 15 Beeelior.
Tho projocted ediflce T am about ww spesic of is,
therefore, properly named in my caption as o
pew “ Reecher Church,

The projector i3 Rev. Toomais K. BEECHeEn
—brother of the ofler one, of courac—I nevor
know bitt one BEECAER that wasn't, and ke wna
a nephow, The new church 18 to be bullt in
Elmirg, N. Y., where Mr. BEecHER bas beon
preaching to ooe and the safoo congregation for
the last mixteen Years, nnd 18 thoroughly es-
teemed and boloved by s people, I have had
opportunity to heay =il pbout the oew chorch,
tor I have lately been visiting 1o Elmira.

Now, when oue bas that dizease which gives
1te posgessor the ttle of * humorist,” be must
mnrke oath to his siatements, else the publio
will not bellove hlm, Yherefore, I malke solemn
onth that what T am goloe to tell about the new
chureh is the steict trath.

The maln building—tor thore aro to be threo,
magged togetlier in a large grussy sqoare, oroa-
mented with quite o forest of shades treps—will
ho the church proper. It will be lobty, in order
Lo secure go0d air and veotilation. ‘Che audito-
rium will be erreular—an amphitheatre, after the
ordivary paitern of an opera-house, without
galleries. L1t 18 to 8ent & thousand porzons. Oo
one eldn (or ona end, if you chooso,) will be en
ample raised platform for the minister, the rear
haifl of whieh will bo ogerpied by tho organ and
the cholr. DBefore the wminister will be the cir-
cling amphitheatre of pews, the firss thirty or
fortv oo the level floor, and the next msoe in
graduoted tiors to the walls. The seats on the
level fluor will boe oeoupled by the aged and 1o-
firm. who cav eotor the chireh through o hall
under the gpeaker’s platform without climbiog
any atnirg.  'Che people occupying the ralgod
ticrs will eoter by o dozen doors opening into
tie chureh from & lobby ke an opera-houss iok-
vy, and desceni the various nisles to their places.
Ln ease of Ure or earthquoles, these numerous
exits will be convenicut and useful,
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Foepaco is to be wastod,  Under the roised
tiers of pewa are to be stalla for horses and cnp-
riages, so that these may be sheltered from gun
andrain. There will be t wenty-four of these atalls,
each stall to bo enwred by an aroh of oroamea-
tal masonry—uw doors to opeu or shut. Con-
sequoutly 1le cutside base of tho chureh will
have a formidable purt-holed look, like & man-
of-war. The stalls are to be so mailed with
“deadensrs," and eo thoroughly plasterad, that
neither sonnd norsmell can ascend to the chureh
and offend the worshippera. "U'lie horses will ba
1o attendance at chnrel but an hour or two at o
tyjoe; of ¢ourse, aud can defile the stalla but
hitgle j oo immedtate cleansing afier they leave
is to set that all right agun,

There ia to be no steeple on the chureh—mere-
ly becausoe no practical use can be mwade of 1t,

There Is to be no bell, because any ignoramus
Enows what tine obhurch service bering withoat
Ghat exasperatiog nuisonee. In explaoation of
thia remark, I will seate that at howe I sufler in
the vicknity and under the distracting clangor of
thirtesn chureh bells, all of whom (18 that
right ¥} clamor at ooce, and no two lo accord.
A lareo part of wy muost valuable time i= taken
i In davising crnel and uuysnal snffortogs, aad,
i faney, inflictiog (héi 58 thosé bell-ringars,
and having & good tine.

The second building is to he less lofty than
the cburch; 18 to be buailt right a=anet the rear
of 1t, aod comwaoicate with it by & door. Tt is
to bavae twoetories. On the firet floor will be
three distinet Sunday-echool rooms—all 1arge,
but one considerably larger than the other two.
The Bunday-schiool connected with Mr. BEECH-
Eir's church has always been o * graded' one,
and each departwent siogulurly thorougn 1o ita
grade of instruction; the pupii wins bis ad-
vancement t0 the higher grades by bard-won
proticieney, mot by mere added years. The
iargest of the {bree compariments will be used
neg the maln Sunday-gchiool rogm, and for the
woeek-day evening lecture.

The whole upper story of this large bullding
will be well lighted and venthated, and occu-
pied wholly as a play-room for the children of
the ehurch, and it will stand open and weloome
to them through all the week days. They can
il it with their playthings if they choose, and
besides it will be furmsbed with dumb-bells,
ywings, rocldng-horses, and all such matters oa
sbildren delight iz, The idea {8 to make & child
lpok upon a chureh as ooly another home, and
1euDuy one, rather than as a dismal exlle or a

prisomn.

The third bullding will be less lofiy than the
igcond ; 1t will adjoln the rear of the second, and
spmwmunicate with it by a door or doors. It will
yomsiet of three stories. Liake the otber two buiid-
ngs, 15 will cover couslderable cround. Qo the
Arat floor will be the * church parlors,’ where
tbe usual soclal gath B_A;!.:HHH of muderny congregn-
vdopes ars beld. On the same floor, and open-
ng mto the parlors, will be a recaptiou-room,
ind also o circulating libraryr—a free Lbrary—
aot simply free to the church membersutip, but
to everybody, juat as s the present library of
sMr. BEecHER'S church {aud few librarics are
more exoapgively sod mwore diligently and rrate-
fully used than this one). Also, on this floor, and
sommnnicating with the parlors, will be—tell it
oot in Gath, publish 1t notin Askalon l—eix Bath-
ro0ims f=hot and cold water—{ree tickets issued
(o noy applicant among the unelean of the con-

mraeentian T Mha das so onnmd and canesbldn Faa
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(o any epplicaine among the unclean of the cou-
groegationl  Tho iden iy souod amd sensble, for
thig reason : Many membaece of all congregntions
mave mno good batbivg foeehibes, sod arvg
not able to pay for them &t fhe  Bae
bar-stiops  without feelivg . che exponed; and
vt a loxurioud bath s @ gt
all aivilized bDelogs greatly enjoy sud derivo
beaithful beneils from. The chorel buildiogs
wre Te Do hontod by ateann, and consenquently the
waste sfenm van be veory judieiously utllized in
tho Proplaed biuth-rooms. Lo speaking of thia
DRIE-room project, T have revenled o atoto se-
eiel-=put [ never ¢onld keep goe of any Hiod,
Ewnbe or otherwigs, Even tle cpnETeation Wons
not o knew af thia motter ; the boilding com-
mittee were Loleave it utmeotioned in Their
Teporty buk T got bold of it—and from o member
of that eomnittes, too—ond T haa cathor parg
witih one of my hind logs than keepr atill Rbout it
The batb-rogms are ungueetiooutly to be builg,
aud ao WLy not tell it §

Iu this ssteond story of thia thivd buildlug will
e the permancot home of the * Church mis-
souary,” a lody whe eoustautly looks aftor tio
poor il sick of the Clurch; aleo & 8at of lodg-
ing ond livieg rosms for the janitors (or juuite
resera (1) for thoy will be womosn, Mr, BEeouznr
helding hut women sre tidier and mare ellisient
18 ARl A poRition than mew, and tht thoy oaght
to dwall npon the premises snd give them thme
umdivided sare ;) alse, on thia second fluor aro
t b 8lx voome ko do ihl};" n5 i elureh infirmary
for the sivk nnd poor of the ceugregation, tis
Charch haviag alweys supported o thkeo
cild of ils ows unfortanntos, instead of leaving
ihem to bbe poblie charity.  In the inflcicary
Wil be Eept ouo or two water-bads (for invilbida
whose Irmmu will nut allow themw to lie on a
loss ylolding subatupes) aod ball s dozen reclia-
g nvald-ehurg on wheele The waler-bods
aml iuvalid-chairs ut present bglengping to thoe
elureh pro always in domend, and Bover o0 of
aprviee,  Part of tho pppertessuces of thoe new
elwrel will he @ borse and ao easy veliche, o
he kept awd drivon by & jaoiber, aod oged
wWholly for glving the churel's wdigent -
valiuds mir oud exerciae. It ds fonsd Chat smely
il eRrabliahment is daily nemled=—a0 mach zo,
indead, as Lo almost SBoUnE 1o & cUUred Heces
aiiv.

Thay thlrd gtory of chig third bulldmg 18 to e
oorikpled uy the church kitcbas, und 16 18 sanei-
Lly pdaced aloly, &0 thot the wseendine notses
aned benreligge-liouse pmells ghall g0 up aml ao-
Frievabn the birds jnslead of the aainla—exeept
wucl of the Intter ns abe aboro thoe cloides, ano
tury calb aasily Kenp olb of the Wy of I't. Lk
iz, Thymb-wraiters Wil corry the foal down
fo e ehuren parlors joatend of ap. Why s ot
tiih mabody has thought of ke Biople wisdom
ul thiy sreangament before T T8 for w etareh
1o slop forward aod fell s how lo gob rid of
Euichen sielbs nml wolses T 1010 D psind wihy
Ve tm=w eloarch wil? meed a kiteben, T remanil
Liwe regder of the 1ofrm aoeuminte, &e. Tooy
winr b et wind, baside, soolal catberiigs of mon-
hera of Tlld cougregntion meet a6 the charch pios
lonks fis ofteh ay thees pnd Fowr avebinrs o weel,
and eew, drnk ten, oiid ©= G— It commenoes
with g, [ think, bob soosbow L eiunob
thwok of the woerd. fhe  pew  churen
paciure will be large, end b intended that
those sorisl gatherings ahall be promoted aod
encouraged, nnd that they shall Gike ao added
phisse, viz.: Whon aseveral frooiles want o jn-
alslin o oa letle roanion, amd have Dot room io
tleir smwall honess at_ nome, they can have it 1o
Lhe clinrel parlors,  ¥ou Wil noties o every
Tt of voie pew cluereh ome predounnwnt ides
and purpess mlwnys discernble—tie ecling
rogetlier af tho gousrecation as a faanly, aod
thi ke of tho ehoich o tome.  Yono wee ok
to By play-rouer, the Dbvarg, the paviors, ths
biart b, Lhe snfivienley—il s evarywbere.  Ios the
et tead, eitlioe sfen. Te o entirely [ELERTTN
ad saeedt i Bl would be bmporsible with wewr-
ly amy othor vosgregibion 1r the Univo; bud




after alxteen vears of moulding and teaching.

r. BEECHER has made I wholly possihle aud
practicubie with this one, To i not steetelnme
metaphor too far to Aoy that he 1a the tather of
s people, and oA ehureh (hoir mother,

It tho new choreh project 13 a curinsity, it 18
still but an inforlor eurioaty enmmpared Lo tho
Man of rwising the money for it. One ecould
hawve told, with bis cyes slint and onoe hand tied
behind oo, that 16 orginated wich n Brecmci
=1 wus going to say with a lunatie, Bk e gue-
cess of the plan robs mo of the apparinnicy.

When it was decided to bwild npew elhiurch
edilice, nt o cost of not less than £40,000 nor moro
Lhan 250,000, (for the membershlp 18 not 850
glromz. and Lthers oo not aix men in 1t who can
etrie dy b called rleh,) Mr. BEECHER save To
el mamber o prinbed elvenlar, inelosed in an
envelope, prepaid aud edilressol to hioeelf, to
borewurned throngh tho Post-offics -
| Confldrmntinl. | =

Lt ir proposed to balld & merting-bonse and ofhor
rooms for the uss of the churgh, "Dodo Lhis work
hooestly and well, itia proposed to aneml ane yeorin
ridsing a part of the money In advaics, amd 1o got-
ting plana and making contracts,

Cng year. pluns and conlracts., ... April 1, 1871 tn 1R72
Gne year, boild and eover in........ApHA 1 1572 to 1573
Oneyear, plastar, finish andfarnialh. Apcil 1, 1873 to 1874
Omnag yoar, pay Torin fuil ﬂ.nl'lﬂmlic-alﬁ..ﬂ];ril 1, 14571 to 1875

It in proposed to expend not lnas Tiwn S¥0 000, por
more than $50,000 ing o the ability shown by
tho returne of ti:tua C of eonfidentinl Aubeerip-
tion. Any memhber of the ehnreh aned conErecklion.
or Aty friend of the elinteh, is allowed amd invited to
subscribe. Buob po one is nrzed.

T. K. BEECHER, Pastar,
To help build onr meocting-howes 1 think T shall ha
ablo Lo give

Not loeas than §........
Not more than P e A R e o
Each year for fonr years, hoginning April 1, 15871,
Or I ean mdke 11 ane DAy IemE S.e. .. e oo
Troeting in 1o Tard to help me, 1 herchy subscrina
the same s noted ulowe
AN ssansarasnrenngnmnsnnne ama
Bestdoneo . vureivinnnssnnanannara
The snhseriptions were to be wholly volunlary
and sirintly confldential ; no one was to know
the amount of a man's Eubseription exesnt liim-
gelf and the mmnister: vobody was urecd to
give anytiung as all @ all ware Eimply Invited to
give whatever aum they felt waa right nnd Just,
frgm  wen conts upward., and no questions
aghed, no eriticisms made, no rovealments ni-
tered. There was no possible chanes for glory,
for evep thoush a man gave lis whole fortune,
uvobndy would ever enow it. I do not know when
anytiing bas strnck me as being 80 Utoplan, 5o
abaurdly romantic, so ignorant, on ips Taco, of
buman nalure. And so anyvboly wonld have
thought. TParties said Mr. BEECHER had * edu-
cated ™ hls people, and that sach would giva ps
ha rivately  falt able, and not  booher
about the glory, I beleved human pature
to be a more poteot educator than aoy
minister, aud that the result wonld
show 1. But T was wrong. Ab the end of a
wonth or two, some two-thirds of the cirenlars
bad wended back, one by one, to the pastor,
silently apd secretly, through tne post-office,
and then, withont mentioning the name of any
giver, or the amount of hie @mft, Mr. BEECHER
announced from the pulpit tharall the woney
necded was pledged-the certain amount bemg
Over #5000, and the possibile amount over g,
0001 When the remainder of the carenlars bave
come 1n, 1% i3 confldently expected and believed
that they will add to these amounts a sum of
nob less than #10,000. A groat many evhserip-
tiona from ebildren and worlrine man annoictad

rr-------H-l-i--iri-+.h-a--n-.|-.-.1l'.l.'lld
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nos less than §10,000. A great many euhsorip-
tiona from ebildren and working men eonsisted
of cash inclosures, ranging from a ten-cent cur-
rency stamp up to five, ten, and Afteen doliara.
A8 I enid before, the plan of loyving the build-
ing tax, and the success of the plan, are much
more curious and surpriging than the excecd-
m FI ¥ curious ediflce the monay is to oreate.

I'he ropson the moneys are to be paid in four
annual instalments—for that 18 the plan—is
partly to make the paymeots easy. but chiefly
because-the church i8 to be substautially built,
and its several parts allowed timo to sottle aod
s2asou, each in its turn, Forinstaooes, the super-
structures will be allowed a pood part of the
firat yaar to settle and compaet themselves after
comypletion; the walls the second vear. and so
forth and 8o on. Therais to ba no work done by
contrant, and no noeeasoned wood uszed. Tae
matarials are to be sonud and good, and honest,
compeieul, conscientious workmen (BEECHER
Eave there are such, the opinion of the world 1o
the contrary notwithstanding,) hired ac full
wages, by {ho day. to put them togather.

The nbove statements are all troe and ﬁf‘uulue,
neeording to the oath I have already made thers-
to, and which I am now about to repeat befors
a notary, in legal form, with my hand upon the
book. Consequently. we are going to have at
least one scusible, but very, very curious chiurch
in Amoerien.

I amaware that I bad no buslness to tell all
these matrera, but 1he roporier iostinot was
slroug upon me, aud I could not hetpit. Awd
besides they were in everybody’s mounth 1o El-
mira, Anyway.

BUFFALO, Juna, 1871,




5. January 25, 1872 - Mark Twain's Lecture ["Roughing It"]

Mark Twain’s Leciure.

“ Mark Twain ” delivered a meteorologi-
~al, nstorical, topographieal, gevlogienl, zoologi-
cal, and comical lecture last night at Bteinway
Hall, for the benetit of hisa hearers and the Mer-
cantile Library Association. The effort—whleh
seemed to require no effort at all on the part
of the humoroua story-teller—was all aboat
‘- Roughing It” out in Nevada, the land of sage
hens, Mexican bloods, mountain shecp, alkall
dust and duels. Thelecturer related nii narra-

tive to a crowded hor=s, Te Was repeatedl
applauded, and won the sympathy of the audi-
ence when he said that he differed from GEORGE
SVASHINGTON, who could not tell alie. “As for
me,”” said Twain, “ I can, but I won’t.” The
lectura was a decided success, and much grati-
fled all who heard is.



6. November 26, 1872 - PERILS OF THE SEA

PERILS OF THE SEA,

Dismantling of a British Bark in
a Hurricane,

Eleven Men Washed from the Wreelk
and Drowped,

Suff:riogs of Four O:hers Found in the
Rigzing,

Mark Twain’s Account of the
Resone of the Survivors.

Destractive Gaie on Satwrday in the
Erilish Channel,

Epecial Diepnieh to the New-York Tumes.

BosTox, Nov, 25— The Cunard steam-
srip B.ravia, Capt. Moalard, armved at this port
toouy, and reports thnt oo the 19th of Novem-
Ber, whern 1n latitade 492 16 north, loncitude 419
¥ wost, sbhe fell in with the Tinnah bark Charles
Waril, of Neweastle, England, water-lozgen and
dismas.cd In a burmeane, on the morning of the
1fth, and roo& off the survivors of tho park’s com-
pement of twenty men, the other eleven having
bean wasked oft the wreek. Mark Twoin, who
wWas & passeaser an the Datavia. addresaca o
eowmuuicarion to the ltoyal Humano Society,
nving o detalled aceount of the wrock, and be-
stowinz the warmest praise on the officers of
the Butavia. He suys, under date of Wednes-
day :

*Onp Boodoy wesk

might o stroog

day :

*Oo  Boeodey oight @ stroog wesb
wind  beenn to biow, and oot long
after midnicht 1t increased to @
gale. By 4 ocleck the saa was running very

mgh. AL 7} our starboard bolwarks wers slove
io, apd ihe water entered the main galoon. At
o later nour the gangway on the port sidse cama
Ia with a erash, and the sea followed, flooding
many of the state-rooms on that sido. At tha
same time o Béa crosssd the roof of the ves-
ecl, and carried away ono of wnr boats,
epiintering 1t to  pleces, and  takine
one of the davits with 3t At 8%
the riase was l:l:wj:n to 28.35, aud the gale was
blowiung with a severicy which toe officers say
1s ot axperfenced oftener than oonce in five or
ten years. The storm contioued during tho
darF uod all mgeht, and also all aov Festerday,
but with moderated violence., Af 4 P M. a dis-
masted vessel was eighted. A Turlous
gguull hnd just bLrokeo wupon mns, and the
B2a Was runong mountaing high, to use the
popular expression. Novertbeless Capt. Mou-
lard immedistely bore up for the wreck, which
was making sicnale of digtress, orderen ont &
lre-boat, apd called out for voluntecrs. To a
landsman 1t secmed like deliberare suteida to go |
ont in such a stormwe, bat oar third and foarth
oflcers and eght mon answered to the call with
a promptnass that compelled a cheer, They car-
ried a long line with them, several life-buoya,
and a lighisd lantarn. for tho atmosphers was
murky with the storm, and snnset was nob far
off. The wieck, a bark, was in a pitiful con-
@itlon. Her main mast Was oaked ; her mizzen-
mort and ber bowsprit were gone, and bher fore-
mast wae but a stump wrealhod aond cumbered
with a rmno of sails and cordage from the fallen
foretop and foretop-gallant maets and yards,
We could seo mine men oHorlog to. the
main riggiog. The atern of the vessol was
gonc, and the sea made a elean breach over her,
Ppourlog in & cataract out of the broken sters,
and spouiing throvgh the parted planke of ber
bows. Our boat pulled 300 yards, and approached |
the wreck oo the lee side. Then it bad a hard |
fight, for the waves and the wind beat 1t con- i
rtantly back. I do not Epow when apything |
has alternately 80 slirred me through
sud throogh, aod them  digheartened ma, '
a8 it dld to ®ee the boat every liitle |
while, get almost close enongh, and then bo |
hurled thees lengths away agaio by a prodiglous |
wave; and the darkness settling down all the |
time. But at last they cot the line and buoy |
aboard, and after that we could make out
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aboard, aod after that we could make out
nothing more. Presently we discoverod the |
boat approachiog us, and fonnd she had saved |
every poul—pine men. They had had to
drag these men, one at & time, through
the sea to the life-boat with the lime, and
booy, for of conrss they did npj dare to tonch
Mhe plonging vessel with the boat. Tie perl |
ineraased now, for every time the boat got closs
to our lee, vur slip rolled over on her and hid
ber from sight. But oor peopls managed to
heal the party aboard one at a time, without
Yosing a fao, though I sald they would lose
every EBlogle ope of them. I am, therefors,
but a poor  success as a prophat.
As the fury of the squall had not dlminished,
and as the sea was 8o beavy, it was feared we
Toight lose Goma men if we tried to hoist the hie-
boat aboard, &0 she was turoed adrift by tne
Capiain's order, poor thiog, after belping 1o such
8 r4llaut deed, .

To sueak by thelog, Mhd to be accurate, Capt,
Morcland gave the vrder to chaoes our smp's
oouree, aud bDear down toward the wreek at
414 P. M. ALGY our ship was under WAy agaln
Juth those nine poor devile on board ; that 18 to
may, this admirable thing was done in a tremen- |
dous eea, aod 1n the face of a burrricane, in
BIXIV Ininutes by the wateb, and it your bovora-
ble Socicty should be woved o zive to Capr. !
Moreland aod bDis boat’s erew that reward
wiueh a aallor prizes aud coveta above
all other distioctwns, the Royal Humape So-
clety's medal, tha parties whose nomes are
sigued to this paper will feel as grateful as af
they themeselves were ihe recipents of thia

rent howor, The wrecked harque was the
havles Ward, Capt. Bell, bound from Qnabec to
Beoctland, with lumber. The vessel went
over on her beam enda at 9 o'ciock
Moaday morming, aod  eleven men  were
waslied overvoard and lost, Capt. Bell and
enz.t men remained, and thess our boat raved.
Tuey Lad beeo in the main rigeing Bome thirty-
oue bours, without food or water, and were so
froz:n  and exbaunsied, that, when we

them_  aboard, they could bardly
peak, and the minds of several of then
were ;x:jndeunu. kTIhB wreck was oq
of tha ioary track of vessels. nnd w 1.500
mijes 70T Taid, B 932 Th TH5 BeRMb of trg
Aflantio. Our life-voat crew of volunteers cor-
asted ot the followineg: D. Gillies, third officer;
H. Kyl& fourth officer; Nieholas Foley,
waTtfrmaster ; Heury Foley, gquartermns-
LA Naibaniel Clark, guartermaeter ;
Jroomas  Hewrv, _Eeaman;  Johu  Park,
seamnan; Ricbard Breunan, seaman, Afrer
Aceaking of rhe euthusiasn Of TLe pa<geugers, -
Mark Twain continues: * As might baye Bien
aunticipated, 1T I DAV Dean of any service
townrd resoming Luese mine Bhipwrecked
homan beinga by sianding around the deck
in a furious &lorm, Without an¥ uwmbrella,
keeping au eve on thlngs and seeing tuat they
wera dooe right, and yelling whenever 4 el
seemed to be the important thing, I am glad sud
1 am satisfied. I aek oo reward. I would do g
again under the same clreumataoces, Bt whag
I do plead for, earnestly and gineerely,

1s that tbe Royval HumfTue BSsclety will we, a stranger, for addressing your honoered So-
m:éligll.rw: our (Jnruetgm sg:d oug life-boat uhrnwn. cirty with soch confldence and sach absenee of
and io po remem ng todm inorease the higl . - god, IPUetinE Chal m Ve MAY re-
bopar and eateem in which the Society s held Eeu'mgl;'“{:m:mr 1 l.!-lf] xeuu}:u?t?r:l rnur!:;hen
1il over the civiliged world. [n tbis sppeal £8m " (8i d‘) MARI TWAIN

onr passengers @M joln with hearty sin- dieul-BeTvaal. igued, A L '
cerity, and in testimony thersof will sign their : (BAMUEL L. CLEMENS.)
nowes, Dbeggiag  tbat you will pardon HartPerD, Cono.

we, a stranger, for addressing your honored Bo- Hore tellow the names of al the DaBYBDEETE,
clrry with such confldence and sach apsenee of SRR D, Fower, aua M
GENCIOLY, 800, TUSHLK (hal MY Molive muy re- SWubDg Whom wele Sluucy ¢ BLa »
e, mamr mmannas T am  santlemmuen oo ahe.

and 3ra. E. G. Moss of New-York, and Jomos
Hall, Btate Gealuzist, of Albany. Mr. Clemens
wah Ohairman of the Committee on Address,
aod O C. Wolworil of the meetlog of pussen-
pers. Mr Clemens wrote o ebaracternatio fd-
dress, which was delivered to Caps, Moreland.



7. February 6, 1873 - Mark Twain's Lecture on the Sandwich Islands (Review)

Mark Twpin’s Liccture on the Sandwich
Enlnanda.

The inimitable Mark Twain delivered his
lecture on the Sandwtch Islands last might ac
Btelnway Hull, for the beneftt of the dMeoreantile
Library Association. The Hall and balconies
wore erowded to excess; CVEry soat was ocert-
pied, and the centre and 2130 pnssages were lit-
erally packed with persons who could not pro-

cnre  seats. The Jecturer on being in-
troduced assured the audiencs that heo
folt himseelf fully competent to spoak

of the interesting loenlity to which publio at-
tention hos been lately directed, having spent
seversal mounths on the islands. They were situ

ated about 2,100 miles south-west of Ban Fran-
ciseo, but why they were put in such an out-ot-
the-way locality ho never could ascortarn. The
geological  etructure of  the  group of
1slands was described in tha dry  caussie
arvle for whien Twain 18  celebrated.
The wisit of the whites Iutrodoced civ-
thzation and edunoation and killed ovt the
patives. The latest reliable Information fixes
the population at 50,000, and when the benevo-
lent foreioners start a few more seminaries, it
it 18 to be hooed that that event will matenally
help to kill off the remainder of the native pop-
ulation. The femulca wear & long robe, the
eentiemen generally wear a smile and a pair of
speelacles. The humorous deseription o the
king apd mobility kept the audience con-
vulsed with laughter. It wag not to be supposed
that the natives were lgnoraut of seripture his-
tory ; that they had some 1dea of the fali of Evo.
Mr. Twain proved by statiog that it was death
for o woman to eat any truit of 1be island, prob-
ably they did not wish to give woman @ second
clance. The American Missionary Bociety had
started schools and introduced printing, and,
owine to their exervtious, there was not a single
uneducated native unbove eighteen  yoars

UWINE O LIGLIE GECUUUUG: LUVIY was  guL a SiNgLo

uneducated native #bove eighteen  years
old on the irlgnad, and the nation L
about tho best eduented in the world. The

expense of the mission wad pald by the Sunday-
achool ehidren of America, and Mr, Twain men-
tioned yhe faet that gome thirly years ago he
invested $2 11 1he soeeulation. Of course he did
noi wind the money, nor &id he wish to ** show
ofl ;” the incident was referred to as an ingrance
of couflding humauity, and be hoped it would
Lave 1tseffect on the house. The natives are
very hospizable, aud ferst their goesis on roast
dog and triccarecd cat—the ordinary American
grausago stripped of 18 mvsiory. Tho dog
was the per of the housekold and tne
congrant companion of the furoily, and when fis
for the rable was kliled and served up. Mr.
T'wain had no deeidod objection to the disl, bub
e d1d not relish tbe idea of eating a personal
friend. There were pe cannibals 1o the Band-
wich Islands. True, one aadicted to that barba-
rous eustom sectoled on ouve of the group, aund
getting tired of digesting nauves, he resolved
to try a white man with opicos. This savace
sncceeded 1n capturing the eaptam of a whal-
mmg-ship, a tough old sult, who-had speut fifty
yeurs at sea, living on shark steaks and blabber,
bat be proved too much ror the digestive organs
of the intweresting native, and he died of the
feast, wirh the crime on hi8 couscience and the
whaler in ns stomaoch. The various peculiari-
ties of the Xanacks were describeéd by Mr.
Twain, who interspersed hia discourse wich
humorous sketches and witty allusious to the
topics of the day, which Kept his audience in a
coniinuous roar of laughter. His attitudes, gey-
tures, and looks, even Lis Yery silence were pro-
voeative of mirth. The lecture will be repented
on Mouday evemng.



8. June 11, 1873 - MARK TWAIN. An Interesting Question in Trade-Mark - The "Innocent" at Law

MARK TWAIN,

An Interesting Quention In Trade-Mark
—The ““Innocent?” at Law.

Ir. Supreme Court, Chambers, yesterday,
belfore Chel Justice Ingraham, an interesting
question come up as to the right of an anthor
10 the oxclusive vse of hls nom de plume 08 A
trade-mark. A short time siuce, on the appli-
oation of Mr. 8imon BStern, counsel for Bamuel
L. Clemens, known a8 Mark Twain, & temporary
injunction was granted restraining J. 1. Buch
from publishing a certain advertising medivm

1n the form of a book, entitled Fun, Fact and
Faney. Yesterday argument wus had on
the return to the order to show cause Why
the injuuetion should not bes made perma-
nent, Tt uppeared from the aflldavit of
Mark, and argument of Ins counsel, thab
about & mounth swmes the defendant
applied to Lbim to write a sketch
for an advertigsing pampblet the apphicant was
abiout to publish, offering therefor $1,000, or a8
much more as was ansked, defendant stating
that other prominent nuthors and bumorists
had agreed to contribute. Mark informed the
stranger that he was too busy to do so, but of-
fered to assiat him 8o far as to give him permis-
sion t0 publish Aoy one of several sketehos
which he thepn and there marked in a prioted
volume of hias sketrhes. About a month subse-
quently, while traveling by the Erie Railwav,
on his way to take steamor for Europe, Mark
had a book thrust upon mim by the nowsboy,
containine five or his sketches, and on the title-
page the following @ ** Revisod and solected for
this work by Mark Twamn.” Having no
connection with the VLook, other than
as already stated, this method of treat-
mont, after his liberality, aroused une
ire of the *Innocent,’ and the present suit
was the result. It is claimod on bebalf of the
plaiutift that he has & vested right, aa against
all the world, in his nom de plume. ** Mark
Twain:" that such right 18 guaranieed to him by
the laws relating to trade-mark, and that de-
fendant, and all parties clrniming tbhrough or
onder him, should be perpetually restrained
from the use thereef,

Atter an elaborate argument by Mr. S8imon
Stern on bebalf of platat'ff, ana Mr, Coarles
Mathews on the part of defendant, Judge In-
graham took the papers, sayiog be would ren-
der a decigion 1 a tew days. .




9. June 12, 1873 - Mark Twain's Suit - He Obtains a Permanent Injunction

Mark Twain’s Snit—He Obtains n Per.
manent Injunction.

In the case of Samuel J, Clemens, known
as Mark Twaln, against Bepjamin J. SBuoch, to
restrain by injunction the publication of a book
contalning some of the former’s sketches, and
purporting to bave been revised by him, the

facts of whioh appdarea in “vesterday’s TIMES,
Chief Justico Ingraham has ordered a perma-
pent injunoction to;issue against the derendant.
In a brief memorandum indorsed on the papers
1n tBe case, the Chief Justice savs: * The
sketches were the property of plaintiff and he ia
entitled to an order restraining sheir publica-
tion without his consent. Tue agreement ounly
contemplated the use of one sketcl, and there
was no authority to publish that one as revised
by the author.””



10. September 17, 1874 - AMUSEMENTS. [Review of performance of "The Gilded Age"]

AMUSEMENTS.

PARK THEATRE.

Mark Twain’s drama, called “ The Gilded
Age,” was represented at thie house last evening.
“ The Gilded Age " i3 a play dealing with possible!
incidents of American life, and in which none bu
American characters move. We have recorded-so
many unsueccesafnl efforts to produce a passable
piece of this sort, that we confess to having
awaited Mr., Twain's performance with a
very slight anticipation of its excellence.
It disappointed wus, wo are glad 1o say,
most-agreeably. ' The Giljed Age” is-by no meana
a model drama, but it enfolds a telerably interesting

story, several ecenes of which might be acted off tha.

stage, and some personages whoese traits are-no more
exnggerated than is necessary for their effective-
ness upen the sudience, A large assemblage wit-
nesged its recital, and accorded to it attention audi
applause. The plot of *“ The Gilded Age"” is of exs
treme simplicity. 1t sets forth plainly that Col. Georga
Selby, s marrie®man, has sednced Laura Hawkins,
and that the young lady—=as the prototyne sapplied
' by recent American history—soon afterward kills
her seducer, and goes unpunished. Theve is sufli.
cient drarhatic force in those events for the framo-[
work.in which the minor transactions of the play
are bound, and out of them grows at least one im-
pressive picture—the slaying of Ool. Seldy by Laura
Hawkins, Certain it is, however, that * The Gilded
Age’ pleased chiefly on aceconnt of a character net
at all essential to the main atory. The eomicalities
of Col. Sellers kept the spectators merry throughonti
the whole four acts. This personage has been aom-
pared to Micawber, but Micawber's imagination ia
feeble compared to that of Col. Seliws, and fom
breadth and ®osiness, the plams developed by the
Waestern settlor are literally unprecedented. Uttverlja
insane as some of Col. Sellers' theomids appeaved,
everybody present recogmized, tBat J im real life,

insane as some of Col. Seilers' theordes appearved,
everybody present recogmized, tﬁo:tiih real life,
Col. Sellers had many relatives as visionary and as
sanguine as he, and the occasional touches of nature
proved, as always, very potent. Mr, John Raymend
assumed this réle with an earnesinesr whické
insured his success. He evidently deceived
himself with his splendid projests mora
thoroughly than he managed to deceive the most
credulous of his listeners, and the perfect heartmess!
of all his speeches, together with the absence of self
consciousness in his wildest exentricities, rexdered
his personation as arfistic as 1t was striking.
The merriment was lovd and continwons. The
interest of the serions transactions of the
night +would have been much heightened
had the company been more efficieat.
The one trying scene in * The Gilded Age,” hew-
ever, was exceedingly well performed by Misa Gers
trude Eelloge. Frequent plandits intezrupted the
representation, in an intermiseion of which MT.
Twain was summoned before the curtain, whence!
he delivered an address that atlorded considerable
amusement. * The Gilded Age” remains on the
billa until further notice.



11. November 29, 1874 - SOCIABLE JIMMY

SOCIABLE JIMMY.

BY MARK TWAIN.

[T sent the following howe in a private
lotter, some time ago, from a certain little vil-
lage. It was in the days when I wasa public
lectnrer. I did it beeause I wished to preserve
the memory of the moet artless, sociable, and
exhaustless talker I ever came across. He did
not tell me & single remarkable thing, or one
that was worth remembering ; and yet he was
himself 80 interested in his small marvels, and
they flowed 80 naturally and comfortably from
his lips that hus talk got the upper hand of my
interest, too, and I listened as one who receives
& rovelation. I took down what he had to eay,
just s he said it—without altering a word or
adding one.]

1 bad wy supper in my room this evening, (as
usual,) and they sent up a bright, simple, guile-
less little darkey boy to wait on me—ten years
old—a wide-eyed, observant little chap. I said:

*What ia your name, my boy 1"

“Dey calls me Jimmy. Sah, but my right
bhame's James, Sah.”

I said, ““Sit down there, Jimmy—1I'll not wank
¥ou just yet.”

He sat down in a big arm-chair, hung both his
legs over oneof the arms, and looked comforta-
ble and conversational. T said:

“Did you bhave a pleasunt Clristmas, Jim-
m-? II!‘l

“No, sash—not zackly. I was kind o' sick den.
But de res’ o’ de people dey had a good time—
mos’ all uv ‘em had a good time. Dey all gZot
drunk., Dey all gits drunk heah, every Christ-
w8, and carries on and has awful good times.”

“Bo you were sick, and lost it ell. But unless
¥ou were very sick I should think that if you
bad asked the doctor he might have let you get

—get—a little drunk—and—"

“ Oh, no, Sah—I don’ never git drunk—i'ts de
white folks—dem's de ones I.mmeans. Pa wused
to git drunk, but dat was befo’ T was big—but
he’s done quit. He don’ git drunk no mo' now.
Jig' takes one nip in de mawnin', now, cuz his
stomach riles up, he sleeps so soun’. Jis' one

stomach riles up, he sleeps so soun’. Jis' one
nip—over to de s'loon—every mawnin’, He's
powertul sickly—powerful—sometimes he can’t
bardly git aroun’, he can’t. He goes to de doc-
tor every week—over to Ragtown. An' one
time he tuck some stuff, you know, an’ it mighty
near fetched him. Aim't it dish-yer blue-vittles
dat's pisoni-—ain't dat it ?—truck what you
visons eats wid .

* Yes blue vittles [vitriol] is a very convine-
ing article with a cat.”

“Well, den, dat was it. De ole man, he tuck
de bottle and shuck it, and shuck it—he seed it
was blue, and he didn't kmow but it was blue
mass, which® he tuck moe’ always—blue mass
pills—but den he ’spected maybe dish-yer truck
might be some other kin' o' biue stuff, and
&c he sot de bottle down, and drat if it
wa'n't blue vittles, sho’ nuff, when de doctor
come. An'de doctor he say i1f he'd a tuck dat
blue vittles it would a highsted hum, sho’. Peo-
ple can't be too particlar 'bout sich things.
Yes, indeedy !

“Weain't got no ¢ats heah, ’bout dis hotel
Bill be don't like 'em. He can't stan’ a cat no
way. Ef he was to ketch one he'd slam it
outen de winderin a minute. Yes he would.
Bill's down on cats. So is de gals
—waiter gals. When dey Lketches s cat
bummin’' aroun’ heah, dey jis' scoops him—
'deed dey do. Dey snake him into de eistern—
dey’s been ¢ats drownded in dat wuter dat's in
in vo' pitcher. I aseed & cat in dare yis-
tiddy—all swelled up like a puddn.
I bet you dem gals done dat. Ma says if dey
was to drownd a eat for her, de fust one of "em
Bhe ketched she'd jam her mto de cistern *long
wid de cat. Ma wouldn't do dat, I don’t recken,
but "deed an' double, she said she would. I
can't kill a chicken—well, I kin wring its neck
off, cuz dat don’t make 'em no snfferin secacely ;
but I ean’t take and chop dey heads off, like
some people kin. It makes me feel so—so—
well, I kin see dat chicken nights s0’s I can't
sleep. Mr. Dunlap, he's de richest man in dis
town. Nome people sayas dey’s fo' thousan’
peonle in dis town—dis ¢itv. DBut Bill
he wsays dey aint but ‘bout thirty-
three hupd'd. And Bill he knows, cuz he's
lived heah all his life, do’ dey do say he won't
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lived hesh all his life, do’ dey do say he won't
pever set de river on fire. I don't know how
dey fin’ ont—7 wouldn’t like to count all dem
people. Some folks says dis town would be
eonsiderable bigger if it wa'n't on accounts of
50 much lan’ all roun’ it dat ain’t got no houses
on it.” [This in perfect seriousness—dense sim-
plicity—no idea of a joke.] *‘I reekon you seed
dat church as you come along up street.
Dat's an awful bg chorch—awful Tigh
ateeple. An’ it's all solid stone, excep’ jes'
de top part—de steeple, I means—dat's wood.
It falls off when de win' blows pooty hard, an’
one time it stuck in a cow's back and busted de
cow all to de mischief, It's gwine to kill some
body yit, dat steeple is. A man—big man, he
was—bigpger'n what Bill is—he tuck 1t up dare
and fixed it again—an' he didn't look mno
bizger'n a boy, he was so highup. Dat steeple's
awifal high. If you look out de winder you kin
gee it.” [I looked out, and was speechless with
awe and admiration—which gratified Jimmy
beyond expression. The wonderful steeple was
some gixty or seventy feet high, and had
a clock-face on it.] “Yom aee dat arrer
on top o dat stesple? Well, Sah, dat
arrer is pooty nigh as big as dis do’ [door.] I
peed it when dey pulled it outen de cow. It
wmus’ be awful to stan’ in dat steeple when de
clock is strikin'—dey say it is. Booms and jars
80’s you think the world’s 2 comin’ to an end. T
wouldn't like to be up dare when de cloock’s a
gtrilon’. Dat cloek ain't jest a sfriker, like dese
common clocks. It's a bell—jist a reglar bell—
and it's a buster. You kin hear dat bell all over
dis city. You ought to hear it boom, boom,
boom, when dey's a fire. My sakea! Dey ain’t
got no bell like dat in Ragtown. [fben to Rag-
town, an' I ben mos’ halfway to Dockery [thirty
miles.] De bell in Ragtown's got so ole now
she don’t make no soun’, scasely.”

[Enter the landlord—a kindly man, verging
toward fifty. My small friend, withou$ chang-
ing position, says :] '

# Bill, didn’t vou say dat dey was only thirty-
three hund’d people in dis city 1"

% Yes. about thirty-three hundred 1s the popu-
lation now.” :

“Well, some folks says dey's fo' thonsan'.”

#Yes, I know they do; but it isn't correct.”

b BULLY AVESD Gl s v s -
“Ye‘:.u’l Eknow they do; but it isn't correct.”
“RBill, I don't think dis gen'lman kin eat a

whole prairie-chicken, but dey fole me to fetch it
all up.”

“Yeg, that's all right—he ordered it.”

[Exit * Bill,” leaving me comfortable; for I
had been perishing to know who * Bill” was.]

* Bill he's de oldest. And he's de bes’, too.
Dey’s fo'teen in dis fam’ly—all boys an’ pgals.
Bill he suppo’ts em all—an’ he don’ never com-
plain—he’s real good, Bill is. All dem brothers
an’ sisters o’ his'n ain't no 'count—all ceptin’ dat
little teeny one dat fetched in dat milk. Dat's
Kit, Sab. She ain't only nine year cle. But
she's de mos' lady-like one in de whole bilin".
You don't never see Kit a-rairin’ an’ a-chargin’
aroun’ an’ kickin’ up her heels like de res’ o’ de
gals 1 dis fam’ly does gen'ally. Dat was Nan
dat you hearn a-cuttin’ dem shines on de
pi-anah while a=o. An' sometimes ef she don't
rastle dat pi-anah when she gits started! ZTab
caun't Liole a candleto her,but Tab kin sing like de
very nation, She's de only one in dis family
dat kin sing. You don't never hear a yelp
outen Nan. Nan can’t sing for shucks. I'd

" jes’ lieves hear a tom-cat datvs got scalded.

Dey’s to'-teen in dis fam'ly ’sides de ele man an’



de ole ’ooman—all brothers an’ sisters. But
some of 'em don't live heah—do’ Bill he sup-
po'ts 'em—lends 'em mouey, an' pays dey debta
an’' he'ps 'em along. I tell you Bill he's real
good. Dey all gits drank—all "eep Bill. De ole
man he gits dronk, too, same as de
res’ uv 'em. Bob, he don’t git drunk muech—
jes’ sloshes roun’ de sloons some, an' takes &
dram sometimes. Bob he's next to Bill—'bout
forty year old. Dey’s all married—all de fam'-
ly's married—cep’ some of de gals. Dare's
fo'teen. It'sde biggest family in dese parts,
dev say. Dare's Bill—Bill Nubbles—Nubbles
is de name; Bill, an’ Griz, an’ Duke, an' Bob,
an’ Nan, an' Tab, an’ Kit, an’ Sol, an’ 8i, an’
Phil, an’ Puss, an’ Jake, an’ Sal—Sal she’s mar-
ried an" got chil'en as big as I is—an’
Hoss Nubbles, he's de las". Hoss is
what dey mos' always calls him,
but he's got another name dat I somehow dis-
remember, it's 8o kind o’ hard to git de hang of
it.” [Then observing that I had been taking
down this extrazordinary list of nickmames for
adults, he said :] * But in de mawnin’ I can ask
Bill what's Hoss's other name, an’ den I'll eome
up an’ tell you when I fetches yo' breakfast.
An’ may be I done got some o dem names
mixed up, but Bill, he kin fell me. Dey's
fo'teen.”

By this time he was starting off with the
waiter, (and a pecuniary consideration for his
sociability,) and, as he waent out, he paused a
moment and said:

“Dad-fetch it, somehow dat other name don't
come. But, anyways, you jes' resd dem names
over an’ see if dey’s fo’teen.” [l read the list
from the fly-leaf of Longfellow's New-England
Tragedies.] “ Dat’s right,Sah. Doy's all down,
I'll fetch up Hoss’s other name in de mawnin',
Sah. Don't you be oneasy.”

[Exit, whistling *Listen to the Mocking-
bird.”]



12. December 24, 1874 - AMUSEMENTS. The 100th Representation of "The Gilded Age"

AMUSEMENTS,

THE ONE& HUNDREDTH REPRESENTATION OF
“THE GILDED AGE.”

The Park Theatre was literally crammed
from pit to dome last evening on the occasion uf the
one hundredth representation of Mark Twain's
American drama of “ The Galded Age’* The in-
terest which of late has been associated with
the effort to establish a purely American druwa
represeating Awmerican character in its various
existing phases, and racy of the soil, has centred
round the production of “ The Gilded Age,” and the
success of the play has been a cause of general
gratification. Since its firat recital, the prece has
received every evidence of public appreciation,
and the quaint ecceniricities of good-natured
and wildly-specalative Col. Sellers,with his visionary
schemes for the creation of millions, have secured
for themselves a permanent place 1 the memory of
theatre-goers. The performance last evening was

distinguishod by several novel features, and bou.:

quets and satin programmes were distributed in
celebration of the occasion. The piece was
played as wusmal, and in Trespense to re-
peated calls the author, Mr. Samuel 1. Ciemens,
better known as Mark Twain, delivered an address,
replete with bumor in spcech and gesture. e
warmly expressed his sense of gratitude for the
public appreciation of the play, and on retiring he
was loundly cheered. Mr. Jebn T. Raymond salso
expressed the gratitude of the actors for the recog-
nition their eflorts to plezse had received, and gen-
erously attributed the success of the piece, notto
any merit of his own, but to theexcellences inherent
to tho vlay itself. After the fourth act, Marik Twain

to the play itself. After the fourth act, Mari Twain
was called before the curtsin snd was londly ap-
plauded. He said:

Lapies AXD GENTLEMEN: I thank you for this
eall, for it gives me an opportunity te testify my

aporeciation of the vast compliment whick the
Aletropolis has paid to Mr. Raywmond and me in ap-

proving of our efforts to the very sub-
stantixl extent of fillinga this honse
for us a hundred nights in auc-.

cesgion. After such praise as this from the first
city in the land it would be useless for me to try to
pretend that we are not feeling a good deal “ seb
up,” so I shall not pretend anvthing of the kind.
We feel a good deal veiner than anybody would want
to confess. {Laughter.] I learned through thenews-
papers that I was to make a epeech here to-night,,
and so I went bard to_work, as I always do, to try:
and do the very besi I possibly counld on this occa-
8ion. I was determined to do it; I went at it faith.
fully, but when I came 0 look critically into this
matter [ found that I shouldered a pretty heavy
contract. [Laughter.] I fomnd I shouidéred a very:
heavy coniract because there is only ope topic that
is proper to be discussed on this platform at this
time, and that is thie play and these actors
and all the sucecess which this play has met.
Very well, thay is an excellent subject—ior some-
body else. [Laughter.] It is right Yor an outsider,
or for gsomebody not connected with the concern,

but for me, the dramatist, to _Draise thtese
actors of 'mine, to vraise this play of
ieine, and this soccess of ours—that wonkd

not come gracefully from me. There wonld be =
litile egotism in it. Neither can T criticise and abuse
the acwrs, tor I don’t want to. I comld abuse the

play, bLut I have better judgment, [laugh-
ter and applanse, ] and I cannot’
praise these actora of mine right here in

their hearing and before their iaces, for that would:
make anybeody with flesh and bleod unhappy. and.
indeed, to praise them would be like praising the
members of my own 1amily and glorifying the lady
who does onr washing. [Langhter.] .And the more
I think of this matter, the more I see the ditliculty
of the position, umntil 1 find myseif
in a condition I ounee before experienced. [Mr.
Twain here recited from his publisbed work, Rough-



Twain here recited from his publisbed work, Rough-
s+ng It the sketich, * A Genuwine Mexican Plug,”" in a
spirit of dry hamor which convulsed the andience
with langhter. The incident referred to was his un-
happy experience with a Mexican horse, in which bo
came to grief.] Through that adventure, bhe cen-
tinued, througn that mistortnne I lost the faculty of
specech ; for twenty.four bhours I was absolutely
speechless, and this 1s the second tume that that has
occurred. [Applause.]

Mr, John T. Raymond,the Col. Seliers of the piece,
was loudly called befors the curtain. He quickly
appeared with the expression of Sellers when pros
claiming & prospective gain of millions, and his man.
ner provoked much merriment. He said:

LADIES aXND GENTLEMEN: After acting one hundred
nights in this house, I dun't feel like playing a new
part and playing it badly, whict I certainly should
if I attempied to say I was Dnot very much pleasect
at the reception vou have given me. It is nota very
grateful or easy task to try to be funny or witty,
after Mr. Twain, but any mea wounld be happy on
such an occasion as this, and afier what you have
done for me, why should I not be hapoyt?
I want to thauk you for a great many
things, but especiailly for your constant appre-
ciation of my eifuris to pleare. Of one thing I can
assure vou : that Mr, Twain's play would not have
amounnted to mich if he had oot found a man to ezt

the parc and other men to sppreciate 1t.
[Langhter.] (That was such a soccess

don’t know what next to 5av.) fA
laugh.] But, 1 want  to thank you

over and over again for your kind recogmition of
our labors. "The suecess of this prece iz due to the
mangzement of the theatre, and 1 beg here to pub-
liely tbapk Messrs. Stuart apd Fulion for their ef-
foris wo du evervihing foward tbe success of the
playr. [Applanse.] The little Park ‘Theatrs
is mow ome of the ipsiitotions of ibe
City, and I am heartily glad of it for Mr. Stuart’s
sake. He deserves it, and I ¢rust that Col. Seilers
will bo o1e of the institutions of vour comntry; and
if the people of the United States trest me half
as well as yoa bhave dome I am perfectly
satisfied it wall be all right. Qnce more let me
thank you. Lot me extond my, sin'cel:e ar‘:];ul)w:!ed.g:

thank yvou. 'f;c-t. n-?;é c;{c:;i:-l-l;:}:. s{;;:':;;e :cktmw!edg.
ments to the genine wio conceived the character of
Col. Sellere, to the generons publie who have wail.
voied it, and to the press which has recognized so
liberally all our effuris to give proper eilect t»
American character and place it on a self-susiaining
basis. [Aypplause.)

Mr. Raymond wus retiring when a bottle of Col.
Sellers’ famoua Oriental Optical Eye-water was pre-
sented to him, He touk 1, and said - * Take it in-
terually, externally, and etermally, and there is mil-
lions in it.” [Langzhier and applause.]

AMr. Stoart, the manager, was also called for, buf

did not appe=r, and the perforeance then continued.



13. April 29, 1875 - Proposed Shakespeare Memorial

PROPOSED SHAKESPEARFEAN ME3MO-
RIAL.

"To the Editor of the New-York Timces :

I have just received a letter from an
English friend of mine, whose bospitality 1 en-
joved some days at his house, in Stratford-on-
Avon, and I feel sure that the matter he writes
about will interest Americans., He incloses a
circular, which I will insert in this place:

* A preliminary commiitee was recently formed for
the purpose of ascertamning the possibility of carry-
ing out the project of a Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre in Stratford-on-Avon, the old theatre in the
town baving been purchased and pulled down by
Mr. J. O. Halhwell Phillips for the purpose of re-
storing the eite to *New Place,” and completing
those gardens. A meeting was held at the Town
Hall on Monday, to receive the committee’s report.
Sir Rebert N.C. Hamilton, Bart.,, K. C. B, was io
the echair. The Honorable Secretary, Mr. C. E.
Flower, stated that the proposal had been most
favorably received, and the committee recommended
that the theatre should be erected by subacription,
and any som raised beyond tle smounnt reguired for
thie building, and sny profit realized by the rental on
ordinary occasions, to be applied, after defraying tho
necessary expenses of the establishment, to the cele-
bration of the anniversary of the poel’s barthday,
gnd te the prometion and jmprovement of
legitimate acting, by the establishwent of
prizes for essays upen the subject. lectares,
and ultimately a dramatie training school or
college, The Dbuilding to be erected upon a
site which has been given for the purpose, the sor-
roanding ground, from which beantiful views of the
church and the river can be obtained, to be laid out
as ornamental gardens., Conpected with the theatre
the committeo also recommended that a hbrary and



the committeo also recommended that a hbrary and
a saloon or gallery, intended to receive pictures and
statuary of Skakespearean subjects, (several of which
have been already promised,) should be provided.
Donors of £100 and upward to be Governors and
managers of the property. The Governors to mcet
unnoally and vote personzlly, or by proxy, for the
electipn of an Execvtive Conncil, and frame rulea for
the general management of the memorial property
and funds. For convenience of admivistration the
gssociation to be incorperated unnder section 23 of
the Compames act, 1867, for associations rormed
not for profit, but for the promotion of science, art,
&e. The report was unanimously adonted, a list of
promized donations to the amount of £2.563 10s., was
read, and generons offers from mavagers and mem-
bers of the theatrical profession of free performances
were announced., Subscriptions of the smallest
amount will be received, as it 1s hoped that a truly
appropriate memorial o Shakespeare in his native
town will receive the support of many in all partsof
the world who have received insiructivn and pleas-
ure from the poet's works.”'

By another cireular I perceive that this
project, young as it is, is already becoming pop-
ular, for no less than twenty-two lovers of
Shakespeare have come forward with their £100
apiece, and assumed the dignity of Governors
of' the Memorial Theatre. lu this list I find the
following : Creswick, the actor ; F. B. Chatter-
ton, of the Drury Lane, London: Benjamin
Webster, of the Adelphi, London ; Buckstone,
the comedian, and Mr. Sothern.

I now come to my point, whieh will be found
in this extract from my English friend’s letter :

“You may possibly remember some timber
wharves on the Avon above my garden. Thesc I
have bought and giver for a site for a Memorial
Theatre. 1 think it possible that some Awericans
who Lave visited Strattord might be able and feel
inclined to become Governors, (that is, £100 share-
holders,) in the Memorial Thestre avd grounds, and
that others uot 8o walt off might hke to eontribute
smaller sums to help beantity it.”

Therefore be asks me to make the suggestion
in pomt here, and I very gladly do it. I think

CEEEE S

in pownt here, and I very gladly doit. I think
the mere suggestion is all that is neccessary.
We are not likely to be backward when called
upon to do honor te Shakespeare, Ouo of the
circulars says:

* Subscriptions can be paid to the Shakespeare
Memonal Fund at the Old Bank, Stratfurd-upon-
Avon, and will be invested in the names of Sir R,
N, C. Hamilton, Bart., and C. E. Flower, Esq., who
have consented to act as Arustees unul the regs-
tration is completed.”

Will you, Sir, undertake to receive and for-
ward the Amercan subseriptions? Or if not,
will you kindly name some respoasible persou

who will do it ?

I believe that Americans of every walk m life
will cheerfully subscribe to this Shakespeare
memorial ; I think that some of our prominent

actors (1 covld almost name them) will cowe |
forward and enroll themselves as Governors; [
think our commercial millionaires and hterary

people will not be slow to take governorships,
or at least come as near it as they feel able; and
1 think it altogether likely that many of vur
theatres, like those of England, will give it a
benefit.

Americans have already subseribed $1,000
tor an American memorinl window to be put
in the Shakespeare Church at Avon. About
three-fourtha ot the vismitors to Shakespeare’s
tomb are Americans. If you will show me an
American who bas visited England and bas not
seen that tomb, Barnum shall be on bhis track
next weels. It was an Ameriean who roused
into - its present vigorous life England’s
dead interest in  her Shakespearean re-
mains,. Think of that! lmagine the
house that Shakespeare was born in being
brought bodily over here and set up on Ameri-
can seil! That came within an ace of being
done once. A reputable gentleman of Strat-
ford told me so. The old building was going to



done once. A reputable gentlemman of Strat- '}
ford told me so. The cold building was going to
wreck and ruin. Nobody felt quite reverence
enough for the dead dramatistto repair and
take care of his house; so an American came
along ever so quietly and bought it. The deeds |
were actvally drawn and ready for the signa-
tures. Then the thing got wind and there was
a fine stir in England! The sale was stopped.
Public-spirited Englishmen headed a revival of
reverence for the poet, and from that day to
this every relic of Shakespeare in Stratford has
been sacred, and zealously cared for according-
ly. Can you name the American who once
owned Shakespeare’s birth-place for twenty-
tour hourst There 18 but one who could ever
have coneeived of such an unique and ingenious

enterprise, and he is the‘man’ T TefeF 6P, T

Barnum.

We had to lose the house ; but let us not lose
the present opportunity to help bim build the
Memonal Theatre. Marg TwWALN,

HaRrTFORD, Monday, April 26, 1873



14. October 1, 1875 - A Persistent Beggar

A PERSISTENT BEGGAR.

MARK TWAIN RELATES HIS EXIPERIEXNCES
WITH A PROFESSOR OF TIIE ART.
“Mark Twain,” in aletter to the Hartford
Courant, relates hils experiences with a ** Professor™’
of the begging art, and offers a soliciter for a South-
ern educational project a first-rato epportunity to
prove the merits of his canse. Ie says:

To the Edilor aof the Cowrant:

Siie: I have been unjust to astranger to.day, or
nofmthful to my duty as a citizen, I casnot yet de-
termine which. I wish now tn right that stranger if
I have wronged him, and I wieh also to rofrieve my
eitizenship.

Ilero ave the facts in the case : Yesterday evening
shile I was at diuner 2 card wns brought to me
bearing tne insemption, ** Prof. A— B—." 1
said, “ I do not kuow the PProfessor ; ask him fo ex-
cnse meo ; aad if he should chance to ca‘l again, tell
bim to drop me a lino through the Tost Oflice and
atate his business.” [Expericnce has tanght me
that strangers never eall upon 2 man with any other
design than to sell hin a lightning-rod ; and experi-
ence has zlao taught me that if you angrest the post
to theso parties, they respoer your sagacity and
do not trouble yon any more.] But ithe I’rofessor
called again this morninrg at 10 o'clock, and sent up
a couple of docnments—3ocumants 8o conspicaonsly
dirty that it would jbe only fair and right to tax
them as real estate. One of these papers was a pe-
tition for aild to establish a sc¢hool in a Southern
State, the petitioner jnstifymg bis appeal upon tho
ground that ha had snffered for his Union senti-
ments in that State during the war. The suppliea.
tion was signed, * A—— B—, late candidate for
the Legislature of "' {said State.) It seemed to mo
that l:nfB all the milil honors 1 had ever hearil of men
claiming, that of defeated candidate for legislativo
distinetion was cortainly the maldest.

Peering into the «dirt of this paper, T percoived
throngh the rich gleom a stmng of pames, with
@y, ¢ $20," " 850,7 Y £100," apd other smms, set
opporite them. Several were well-known Hartford
names, others were familiar Now-York names. A
fow soemed to be autograph signatures, the rost not.
“ Houn," Peter Cooper was down for A generous sum ;
so also was ** Hon."” W. U, Bryant—Dboth 1 a foreign
hand., Just think of the idea of trying to add dig-
nity to the old poet's namo by stioking that paltry
“ Hon." wo it!

A2 A —dham mailad Jdaacs



“ Hon." to it!

T turned to the late candidate’s othor soiled (ocu-
ment. It was a letter-sheet with halfa dvzen grimy
“ notices” from villnge nowspapuers pasted on it
These were all highly complimentary to * Hon."
A B—. ** the great Euclish elocntionlst and
reader.” [There was also gratuitons mention of the
smalloess of one of the audiencea he had enchanted
=3 remark which might as well have boen lolt ont.]

1 said te myself: Last night this peraon was
“Prof.”" A— B——; i his petition he is *‘late
candidate' for n Lemislature; when he travels as
the great Eunplish elnentionist he is * Hon.” A—-
B——; whac he is Profossor of does not appear ; ho
does not acconnt for lia uile of '* Hon.," for merely
running for that dazzling legislative position does
1ot confer the title ; bo vould pot have brought it
from England, for only certain officials and the
younger sons of poblemen aro purmilted to use it
there, and if he belonged in cither of thoeo lists he
is not the person to torget to mention it. About
this time my cold 1o the bead gave my temper &
wrench, and I said : ** Go and tell the Profeasor I
don't wish to invesi in his educational stock.”

Now, there is where 1 acted precipitately, and
failed of my duty either as a citizen or toward this
stranger. Iougbtto bave looked mto his case a
littie. By jumping to the conclusion that he was a
fraud, I may puesibly have wronged him. Ii heisa
fraud I ought to have provea it on him and oxposcd
him, that being the plain duty of a citizon in soch

cages.

Very well. Haviog committed this error Inow wish
to retrieve it; so I make the followlnz propoaition
to Mr. A—— B——, to wit: ‘I'nat he send me that
list of mames agmn, 8o that I can write to the par-
ties and inquire if they ever rave thoss suma and
if they did, what proors they bad of Ae— B—7"a
worthiness ; that be refer me to reputable persons
in that Sonthern Stste, to tho end that 1 may in-
?uiro of them concerning his history there, (not that

wish to inquire into bia *)ate candidacy,” for I
think that when a man has unsucceasfully aspired
to be a lsrislator, and is capable of mountioning it
where people could mot otherwise find it out, he is
manifoestly telling the petrified truth;) that he refer
me to a trustworthy authority who can inform me
how he gnt- tho title of * Profossor,”’ how he rot the
title of © Hon., and what the name of his Jnglish
birthpiace is, ao that I can have his pansh register
examined. These data being furnished me, nod I
finding by means of them that A—— B—— is not an
impoator, I will take stock in hia school, and also
furnish him a cortificate of character which shall
be signed by some of tho best men of Hartford—a
cortificate which sball far ous-value his present lame

furniah him 8 COTTIOCILS U1 UHALAGIGE WILGKH Duull
be signed by some of tho best men of Hartford—a
cortificate which sball far ous-value bis present lameo
documenta.

Bat if A—- B——'"s references shall fail to estab-
lish his worthiness, 1 will publish him and also try
to procure his arrest as a vagrant.

will assist A—— B——all I can, by inclosing
copies of this article to MMr. Austin Dianbam, Mr,
William E. Dodge, Mr. Bryant, Mr, FPoter Cooper,
Aesars. Arnold, Consiable & Co., avd other parties
in bis list, (inclading the officials of the Southern
city he mentions,) to the end that they ma{ quickly
testify in his favor if they can. [l remember, now,
that A—— B— called on me juat a year ago, and
that be was then addiog to his nawme tho hmperish-
able glory of " lato candidate,” &c.]
MARK TIWAIN.



15. December 9, 1875 - Mark Twain’s Contribution

MAREK TWAIN'S CONTRIBUTION.
A book of autograpbs offored for sale at th
Massachusotts Intant Asylum Fair, iu Boston, con

tains o lotter from Mark Twain, whioch roads :

L antrFORD, Oct. §, 1875,
Pran Manad: T bex to wish tho best success and
a lopz career of usotuliess to the Iofant Asylum
Far. Butwords aro ocuipty; deads aré what show
the earnest gpivit. Therelore 1 aw willing to be one
ot a thousand citizens who shall agree to contribuie
two or more of tueir children to tnis onterprise. I
do not wake this offer in order ihat I may appear
gaudy or lavish in the epes of the world, but ounlg
_ to help a worthy causeé to the best of my abiiity.
Jery truly vours
SAMUEL L. CLEMENS, (Mark Twaing



16. March 19, 1876 _- Mark Twain on St. Patrick

MARK TWAIN ON ST, PATRICK.
The following letter was read at the supper
of the Kuights of St. Pafrick in Iarcford, Copn.,
on Friday night:

Hantronrop, March 16.
Richard MeCloud, Esq.:

Deanr Sik: I am very sorry that I cannoot be wath
tho Juighis ot St Patrick to-morrow evening, 1n
thns Ceutennial year wo vught all to timl s peculiar
plessure io doing honor to the memory of o moan
whose good name has endured throuch fodrtesan
ceuturies. Weo ought to find pleasure in it for the
readon that at this time woe naturally have o tellow-
foeling for such a man, He wrought a great work
in his dny. He foond Irelund a prosperous repub-
he, aud looked about him to seeif Lo might find
some usetul thivg to turn his hawd to., He ob-
served that the President of that republic
was in the habit of sheltering his great ofticials
from deserved punisbhment, 50 be lifted up bis statt’
and smote him, and be died, Ho foumd that the
Seoretary of War had been so unbecomiugly eco-
nowical a8 to have laid up #12,000 & year vut ot a
salary of §8,000, and he killed bim, He tound that
the secretary of the luterior always prayed over
every separate and distinot barrel of salt beef that
wag intended for the unconverted savage, and then
kept that beef bimself, so he killed bim also, He
found that the Sceretary of the Navy kuew more
about handling suspicious claims than he did about
baudling usbip, and be ot ooce made an end of him.
He tound that a very foul Private Secretary hail
been cugineered through a sham trial, so he
destroyed him, He discoversd that tbhe Congress
which pretended to prodigious virtue was very
auxious to lnvestigate an  ambassador who
bad dishonored -the country abroad, but
wus equally anxious to preveut the appolotment of
auy spotless mao to a slnilar post; that this Con.
gross bad no God but party, ne system of morals
bat party pohicy ; no vision buta bat's vision, and
no regsel or excuse for existing aswybow, Theore-
iure he massscred that Congress to the last mau,

VWhen be had flnished his great work bLe said, 1
s fipurative way, " Lo, I bave destroyed all the
reptiles in Ireland,”

St Patrick bad no polities; his sympathles lay
with the right—that was politics enough, When
he cawe across a toptle ke forgot to lnquire
whetber be was a Demecrat or a Republican, but
gimply exalted bis ataff and *let Lim bhave it
Hounored bu hls name—I wish wa bad bim bers to
trim vna up fur the Centennial, Buotb that canpot be,
His statl, whickh was the sywmbol ul real, uot sham,
retorm, 18 idle. Mowevor, we g&tld bave with us the
pymbol of Truth—Geoige Washiogton's little
batebot—lor I kuow tLey've buried It, Yours

liulyy S. L. CLEMENS,



17. October 2, 1876 - Mark Twain in Politics

20TT1A09 WL VIAUT WA
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tuta an honest aud sensible system ot civil servies
which =hall so amply prove its worth awd worthi-
ness that no succeeding President can ever venture
to put his foot upon 1t, Qur present civil systom
!mrn of Gen. Jackson and the Democratic I’ﬂl'h‘,
;a 80 idiotic, so contemplible, so grotesque, th-.u;
it would make the very savages of Dabomey jeer
m_]d the very cods of solemnity langh. Weo wil'i not
hire 2 blackswith who never lifted a sledoe. Wa
will net hire a school-teacher who does not know
the _ajpi:mbat. We will not have a man about us in
our business life, in aoy walk of it, low or bigh

ouless he has served an appreuticeship and cm;
nrova that be is aapabla of daing the work he offers



to do. We ovou require a plumbor to know some.
thing [langhter, and p pavse by the speaker) aboug
his business, [revewod laughter,] that Lo sball at
least kuow which side of n pipe is tho jnside,
[Roars of laugbtor.] Bnt wheu you como to onr
civil service, we gevenely fill great unmwhers of our
mmor]m‘)'; ollices with ignoramuses,  We put the
vast bustndhg of & Custon-lionse in the handa of a
flithead who doos not know n bill of lading
from a fransit of Veauy, (laughtor anyt a
pause,]  mever bhaving  noard  of  either of
them  belore. [Lavghter.] Under a  Treas.
ury apoointment wa pour oceaus of woney and
accompanying statistics throneh the hands and
brain of an 1guovant villager who never before
conld wrestla with o two weeks wash bill withoot
getting thrown.  [Great laugbter.} Toder onr con.
eular system wo sond ereaturas ail over the world
who speak no language but their own, and even
when it comes to that, zo w ading al their days
throngh floods of meods avd tenses and ﬂul:ll'm'ltu"
the scaips of mautilated parts of apesch. W heu
forced to 3t wo order home a forsien am-
bassador who is  frescoed all  over with—
with—witb—indiscroetnesses, [laughter, ] Lat
we immediately send one in his place whoso moral
coiling has a percentible shady tiat to it, and then
Ii¢ brays when wa supposed ho was going to roar.
Wao carefully train awd edneats onr naval ofieers
aud wilitary mon, and wo,vipen and perfeet their ea.
nabilitiea throngh long eervices and experirnes, and
Leep hold of these excelient servants through a juss

system of promotioz. This 13 exactly what wo hope”

to-do with our civil service under Mr. Haves.
[Avplause.] We hove and expect fo sever that ser-
vice as utterly from politics as is the naval and
military surviee, and wo Lope to make it as re
speclable too. Weo hone to make worth and capae-
ity the sole reguivements ot the eivil service, in tho
placeof theamonnt of party dirty work the candidate
has done. By tho time Gen, Hawley has fintelied
his gpoeeh, T think rou will know wliy we, in this
walter, put our {rast in Hayes ia prefaronce to
any otber man. I am not gomg to say anything
about our coudwlates for State officers, because
ven know them, honor them, and will vote for them,
tut Gen. Hawley, being comparatively a atranger,

e e

but Gen. Hawlm‘ hom" comparatively a EILl'Eln"Pl'
[tangbter,] T will gav a singlo word in ecmmendz-
tion of hiw, and it will furvish one of the mauy
reasons why T am going to vole for Lim for Con-
erese, Lask you to look aeriously and thought.
fullv at just omo alwost incredible fuet. Gen,
Huawley, in his oflicizl cavaciry as President of
tue Centeneial Commission, bas done one thing
which yuou may not lhave heard commented upon,
and yet1t is one of the moust astounding perform-
ances of this decade, an act almost impossible, por-
baps, to any othor public efficer in {his nation,
Gen. Mawley las taken as hich as £121,000 gate
twoney at the Cantennial in » single day, |pause and
anpplause,| apd never stole a cent of 1, [Grreat
laughter and long continued applanse. )

Gen, Hawley then spoke for about an hemr
aud a half, making a very efective speech, and
covering all the leading poiuts of the ecau-
paign. It was one of the most powerful
speecaes he has ever made here.  He spoke in
New-Brifain, the homo of Congressman Lan-
ders, the night before, and while being escorted
by the Foys in Blue the procession wus stoned,
and the color-bearer aione wasstruck nine times,
Aliuding to this outraze, Gen. Hawley, in sum-
ming up the reasong why the mission of the Re-
publican Party was not cnded, said that it
would not end (ill it was possible net only in
the South for men to exercise all tho
right of citizenstip without interference, hut
possible, also, for Republicans in Huartford
County and Conyecticut, to pursue o peacenble
mareh, and he added: *“We will have this
right in  Connecticut if we have to march the
whole State lhmmrh to . SEGHI'B‘II‘. i and this
declaration was ;..rz,etc.d with p[‘DlUn;‘,Ld up-
plause.



18. October 29, 1876 - Mark Twain Compliments Postmaster James

MARK TWAIN COMPLIMENTS POSTMASTER
v AMES.

A letter addressed to Mr. N, 1. Clemens,
(Mark Twain,) Hartford, Conun., notifying bhim that
he had been elected a member of the Now-York
Press Club, aud inviting Lim to be present at their
Fall recopiion on Tiaursday last, was inadvertently
dropped into tho letter-box without the required
sinnp. Postmaster Jameos kinaly paid the posiago

and forwarded tho letter, which, 1in tho ordinary
course, would have gone to the Dead-letter Qiice.
Atter thanking Mr. James ror his courtesy, Mr.
Clomens incloged a couy of the Postmaster's letter
to tho President of the Presa Club, avd expressed
recret thav ho could not be presont at therecopiion,
He closed with ¢ comphment to Mr, James as
tollows: '

“* By the inclosed printed letter of Postmaster
Jamey you will perceeive thar tho term ** civil ™ ser-
vico is not a sarcasm when applied to the Now.
York Post Oflice, Had your unpaid letter passed
through the average Post Oftice of tho Jand L shoald
have received my invitation about threo months
from now through the Dead-letter Department,
after much correspondenee and ruinous outlay of
posiaze. I would thatthere were more Postmaster
Jaweses in the lund.”



19. December 23, 1876 - Forefather's Day - Speech of Mr. Samuel Clemens: “The Oldest

Inhabitant-The Weather”

FOREFATHERS DAY,

NEW-ENGLANDERS AT DINNER

THE ANNUAL PEBTIVAL OF THE NEW-LHG.
LAND BOCIETY--SPEECHES BY MON,
GEORGE WILLIAM  CURTIS, "aang
TWAIN,” REV. EDWARD EVELETT AL,
REV. DR. JOHN COTTON BMITI, REYV,
DR. TAYLOR, AND OTHERS—INTERE3T-
ING LETTER FROM GIN. BIERMAN,

The New-England Society’s annual dinger a\
Delmonico’s last night was o2e of tha o0t hril.
hant celshrations of the kind that has ever beea
held o this City. 'Tho prepirations wers wmeds
with great thoeronzhoass, and the addresses by tha
respondents to the soveral toasts wers full of earn-
estnesy, good foeline. good mense, and good wis
The dining-hall was filled with seven rablea, tha
President's tablo overlooking six ofh:rs arranged
opposite tn it at right angles. Abovo tho hesd of
the I'realdent was snapended azaivst the well thy
banner ot the New-England Society, flznked by
mlken npational enmigne, and on the onpo
sita  elde of the  hall, befors  the or
chestra  baloony, was a uational  skield
alwo draped with United States flags. The table
were ologantly and tastefnily decorated with bas
kets and set ploces of flowers. Defora the Freeident
was adesign, in flowers of delicate hues, reproset.
mg Plymomth Mock, and there were many
viands 1 the feast that recalled to gen.
nine New-Englanders the plain and  hear.
ty fare of the land of steady ‘habite,
The gueats entered the dining-roaw just before 7
o'clock, sud at that bonr Rev. Dr. Jubn Cetton
Smith, at the invilation of DPresilent Dor.
den, mald grace. Among thoge present wers
Rev, Edward Iverett Hale, ex-Gov, Edwin D.

Morgan, Hoo. Greorge William Curus, Rev, Juhi
Cotton Smith, Kev. Richard 8. Storrs, Samasl I,
Clemena, (Mark ‘I'wain,) Maver Wickham, Joseph
JI. Choate, Rev. Dr. William M. Tayior,
Hon, Elliot €, Cowdin, Ion. Salem I,
Wales, Commodore J, W, A, Nicholson, i3,
B. Loring, Hou. Isaac H. Bailey, Dexter A, Haw.
king, Prof. Bartholdi, (sculptor of the eclossal status
of Liberty), District Attorney B:pjamiu K. Phelps,
Prof, ¥, D. Sanborn, of Dartuonth Cellage, rep.
resentatives of 5. Gueorze's, S5t. Andrew’s, and St
Patrick's Sceisties, Assistant District Attoroeys
B, Russell  and  Rollins, Parke Godsruw,
Clark  Tiell, Police  Commissioners Whesler,
and FErbardt, aud Prof. W. E. Cbandler, the wheie
compaty numbaring more than two bupdred,  Alorg
than twno Thours were spent ab  dinner,
when, at %:3) ao'clock, Rev. Mr. Conctenay
gave thaoss. DProsident Borlen then reag
and  haviag called the company to orider,
hs announced thab Gren. William L, Sherman bai
written a ietter of regret, saying thas in the pres
ent condition of affuirs at Washington he was ua.
able to leave that city, that Wiitiam M. Evarts waos
almo dotained in Washington and was unable 8 at
tend, and that letters of regret had been recsived
from ex-Speaker James G. Dlaine, Guv, Tildes,
Gov, Chamberlain, of Seuth Carolina, Koberi G,
Wiuthrop, avd Gea. John €. Newton.

Han. George Wilttam Curtis was called upon ta
rospond to the toast ot * Forefathers' Day." Hs
was reccived with prolonged appplauss, and by
many of the company timng to  ther fesg
with waviny bandkerchiefs and loud eneers,
Liis jomarks wers frequently interrupieq
by hearty cxpressions of aspproval, aud his
sllusion to Abraham Lincoln as tho deveiop.
ment of the seod sowy hers two centurics ago by
the coming of the Mayflawer, was fullowed by v
hement applause. His snggestions for the esnduct
of the Sepate and the Hounse of Repreconlatives in

Morgan, Hon, George William Curuis, Rev, Johzg

Frodbnen Conlil Mo Dunlinnd © Crmemn [ P vy

{he gettloment of the political diflicultics threaten-

THE PROCEEDINGS.

The procecdings were begun by the Presi
dent, Mr. Witliam Borden, who said:

Gentlemen, will you give your reversnt attertion
for a moment,while I call apon Rav. Mr. Courtene)
to return thanks {

Rev. Mr. Courtenay responding to the sugeestion
of the Chairman, offerad prayer as folluwa:

«Most mercitul God, snd Father, in whom we lve
and move and have our being; Thou whe can 3ag

jsty the  desiro of overy living thing
wo repnder Thee our thanks for tho sat
jsfaction of our  bodily appotites, aund

pray Thee that what we shall now beir may
be for the satisfaction of the higher appetite of o
jntelllects and our reason, for the eike of Jesus
Cheist our Savioar. Awmeon.

the gattloment of the political difficultics threaten.
jng the nation roueed his hearera to the highest
piteh of exeitoment, and evoked waanimous and
prolonged applause,

Aa Mr, Curcia sat dowa, he was crected with the
heartieat cheers, which subsided oniy to be o~
pewed with greater vigor.  Cheera followed the an-
nouncement of the sentimont, * The Presidert of
the United States.” In reply to the » City of
Neaw-York," Mayor Wickham humoroosly ar.
rafzned s large number of City ofiicers for allege]
ahortcomings, charging them with hreing New-
Eoglavders, and aucceeded In fioding eo many
againet whom the charges were applieable, agd in
dicated them su plaioly, a8 to capse unbounded
merriment,

Rev. Edward FEvorett Hale, in responding to the
toast, “*New-Eugland Cultors,” made aa address
in which wit and wisdom were happily tlendad
Commodore Nicholson responded to the tosst
»The Army and Kavy." Mark Twain provoked 8
gtorm of laughter by his rembling talk about
«New-Eogland  Weather."” Rev. John Cotton
Smith commanded the fullest attention of the com.
pany by his responss to the teast sel dc_n-:u for
him. Tesponsas wers made by Reyv, Dr, Willlaw
AL, Taylor, Prof. Sanborn, avd others.



SPEECH OF MR, SAMUEL L. CLEMENS.
The Oldest Inhabitent—The Wealher—

Who hath lost and doth fcrgot it}
Who hath it atili and doth regret 1t}
“ Juterpose botwixt us Twain”
—Merchiant of Venice.

I roverently bellevo that the Malker who made us
all, makes everything in Now-Eopgland but the
weather. Idon't know who makes that, but ITthink
it most bo raw aporentices in the Weatbor Clerk's
factory, who experimentand learn how in New-Eng-
land, for board and clotbes, and then are promoted
to malee weather for conntries that reguire a good
article aud will take Lheir oustom elsawhere if
they don't gesit, |Laughter.] There is a sumptu.
ons varlety about the New-Evgleod weathor that
eoppols the stranger's admiration—and regret.
[Langhter.] The weather is alwavs domg some-
thlug there ; alwavs attending stiietly to busiuess;
alwaye getting up new designs and trying them on
the peeple to ses how they will go. [Laughter.}
Lut it gets throngh more Lusiness in Horing
fltan in any other 3enpson, In the Sprine I
have countod 136 Qdifferent kinds of weather ineido
of four and tweaty beura, [Langbter.] It waal
that male the fame and fortuns of that man that
had that marvelons collaetion of weather on exhili-
tion at the Centennial that so astounded the for.
eipmers, Ho was going to travel all over the
world ann get specimens from all the climes.
I enid, “Don't yor do it; yon como
tn New-Eogland on a faverable  Spring
day.” 1rtold him what we could do, in the way of

gtyle, variety, and quantity, [Loughter| Well
he came, and be made his eolleciion in four daya.
As to vartetv: why, bho coolussed that he got hinn-
dreds of kinda of woather that he bad vover
beard of Dbuefore, And as to guantity; well,
after he  hatl  pickel  out  ausu  discardea
all  that  wos  blermished  in any  way,
he not only had weather cnough, but weather to
epare; weather to liro ont; weather toaell; to
depnsit; weather to invest; weafher to mive to tho
poor. [Launghter and applanes. | The people of New.
Enclauil are by natove patient amd forbearcing; buj
there aro some thin, s which they will not atand,
Every year they kill alot of poots for writing
about ‘"Beautiful Spring” [Laughter,] Thessare
generally ensnal visitors, who bring thelr notions
of Spring from somewhern else, and canpot, of
coures, krjuwmw the nantrves feel abonr Sorine,

b el s dWices ermoarr  #lia owssvewsbasshber



counree, know how the nalrves feel aboon Sorine.
And so, the firat thing they koow, the opportuaity
to inquite how they feel s permaunently gone by,
[Langhter.] ) )

Oid Probabilities has 8 mighty reputation for
acemiate prophecy, nad thoroughly well deserves
it. Youn toke up the papers anid observe how
crisply and confidently e vrecks off #hat to-day’s .
wealber1a gaing to be on the Pacitic, down South,
in the Middla Staces, 10 the Wisconain region, sco
him saul aleg m ihe oy and prde of his power
till he  gets 1o New-XEngland, and then  wes
his tail drop. He doeese't kpow what the weather
is gong to bain New-England. Ils can’t any more
tell thuan he can tell how muny Presldenta ol the
TUnited States there's going to be next vear, [Ap-
plagse.] Woell, he mnlls over it, and by anda by he
gats out semething about like this: FProbable
nor.east to esou'-west winds, warying 1o
the esonthard and westard and  eastard
aud polpts between; hiph and low barnmeter,
. gweeplogaround trom place toplaco; probable areas
\ of rain, enow, bail, and drought, succeoded or ure

|Applause.] Il we had Dot our bewitching
Auvtumn  foliage, we should aull have to
credit the weather with one {eature which compen-
eatesa for all ita bullying vaparies—the iee-storm—
when a leafless tres 18 elothed with ice from tha
Bottom to the top—ice that is as bright and clear as
cry=tal; overy bough and cwig is strang with ice-
beads, Irovemn  dew-deops, and the whole
tree spurkles, cold and  white like the
Shalh - of  Persia's  dirmend  plume, [Ap-
plauar,] Then the wind swavea the braoches,
and the aun comes onkand torng all thoso myriads
of beads and drops to priems, that glow and bum
aod flash with all maoner of enlored fires, which
change and change again, with inconceivable rapud-
ity, from bluo te red, from red to green, and groen
to gold ; the tres becomes paparkling fountain, a
very expiosion of dazziang jewels:; and 16 siands
thero the acme, tho climax, the supremost posaibil-
ity in art or nature of bewildering, intoxicating, in-
tolerable macnificence ! Gue cennotmako the words
ton atrouy. [Long continned applause.)

Month after maonth 1 Iay up bate and grodee
agalnst the New-England weather ; but when the
1ee-storm comes at last, I say, " There, I forgive
vou now ; Lhe books are square between us ; you
don't owe me o ennt; goand ain no more ; your lit-
tlo fanlts and foibles couut for nething; you aro
the most enchanting weather in the world!"
[Applause aud fauzbter. ]



THE OTHER TOASTS.

The otber toasts of the evening were ¢ The
Clergy of Now-Encland,”  responded to
by Rev. John Cotton Smith; ** Lafayette—
who cave us himself and liberty; and

Bartholdi—who gives us LihcrtF and Lafavette,”
No response. “'I'he Agricultursl and Manufactur-
ing Interests of New-England.” Dr. George IN. Lor-
ing, and *“Onur Sister Societies,” responded to by
the Prosidents of the Irish, Scoteh, and English su-
ciefies.

The procesdings terminated shortly -after mid-
mght,



20. January 13, 1877 - Unsigned book review for Tom Sawyer

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

THE ADVENTUHR3 OP TOM BAWYBR Br Muax
Twarv, tllusirated. The American Publishing
Company. 1876,

Shades of the venerable Mr. Day, ot the
instructive Mra. Barbauld, of the persuasive
Miss Edgeworth! Had you the power of sitting
to-day beside tho reviower's desk, and wera
called upon to pass judgment on the books
written and printed for the boys and girls of to-
day, would you not bave groaned aud moaned
over their perusall If such superlatively good
ebildren as Harry and Lucy could bavo existed,
or even such nondescript prigs a3 Sandford and
Merton Lad abnormal being, this other ques-
tion presents itself to our mind : * How would
these precious children lhave enjoyed Mark
Twain's Tom  Sawyer?” In ell books
written for the amusement of children
there are two distinet pbases of ap-
preciation. What the pareut thinks of the
book is one thing ; what the child tuinks of it
is another. 1% is fortunate when both parent
and cbild agree in their coaoclusions. Such
double appreciation may, in wmost instances,
simply be one in regard to tue fituess of the
book on tha partot the parsat. A course of
reading entirely Jdevoted to juvenile works
must be to an adult atax on time and patience.
It 18 only onee iu many years that such o
charmivg book ag Little Alice in Wonderlund 18
produced, which old and young eould read with
thorough enjoyment, If, thirty years age, Tom
Sawyer bad been placed ina careful futher's
Lhanda te reoad, the probabilities would have
been that he would bave hesitated beforo giving
the book to his boy—not that Mr. Clemens’
book i3 exceptienal in character, or ditters in
the lcast, save in its cleverness, from s Lost of
gimilar  books on like tepies  which
are universally read ULy children to-day. It 18
tle judgment of the book-givers which has un-
doubtedly undergons v change, while youtbful




dountedly undergons u change, whilo youtbful
winds, being free from warp, {wist, or dogma,
have remained ever the same, Returnimg then
to theso purely intellectual moustrosities,
wnstly the pen-and-ink otlspring of authors and
aulboresses who pever had any real Hesh and

. blood ecreations of their own, there ean be no

doubt that hud Sandford or Merton ever for a
single moment dipped inside of Tom Suwyer's
pages, astronomy nnd physics, with ull the
wusty old farrago of Greek and Latin hiatory,
would have been thrown to tho degs. Daspite
tasseled caps, starched eollars, and all the pro-
prieties, these children would Lave lvughed up-
roariously over HJuin Sawyer’'s “cat  and
the pain-killer,” and cectawr  mew  ideas
wight have had birth in theic brams.  Perbhuaps,
had theso children aotually lived in our times,
Sandford might have becn s Weslern steam-bont
captain, or Merton a Bilibuster.  2om Sawyer
islikely to inguleato thoe iden that thera are cer-
tutn lofty aapirations whieh Plutarch never aa-
eribed to his moro presaiv lherove. Books fer
children in former bygoue periods were mostly
coustructed iu one wonotvnsas key. A ehild was
supposed to La a vessel whieh waa to bo con-
stantly filied up. Facts and merals had to be
tuken like bitter draughts or aorid vills. In or-
der that they anould be absorbed like medicines
it was perhaps a kindly thinker wlo disgnised
theso facts and morals. The real eduoa-
tion ewallowed In  thosa doses by tho
children we are inclined io shink was in
gemall proportion to the ynantity administered.
Was it net good eld Peter Psrloy who jo this
country first broke looso from conventional
trammels, aud meds Awerican c¢hildren
truly happy? Weo lavo certainly gone
far beyvood Mr, Goodrich's manuer. There has
rome an amount of ugly realiam into children's
story-boeks, the advantages of which wo are
very much in doubt sbout. We draw our pic-
tures, utteriv indifferont ns to the subjecta.



pleasure. No ehild's book can be perfectly nc-
ceptable otherwise. ks Yo Sawyer amus-
ing! It is incompargbly so. It is the
story of o Yeatern boy, bern and bred
on the banka of ons of the big rivers, nud
there is lexnotly that wild village lite which
has schooled many o wan toeclf-reliance and
encrzy. Mr. Clemcns has o romarkablo mem-
ory for those peculiarities of American boy-
talk which the grown man may have lorgotten,
but which return to him vot unpleasantly when
onec the proper key 19 sounded. There 13 one
scene of o guarrel, with a dialogus, vetweon
Tom and & city bey which is periect ol ita kind.
Certain chapters in Tow's life, where his leva
for the scheol-girls is told, make us believe
thot for an urabin wio had just loat bis milk-
teath the nficetions out West bave an awakon-
ipg even carlier than in Oriecutal climes. In
fact, Tom ia a prateroaturally precocious
urchin. Ons  admirable character in the
book, amd touched with the hand
of & master, i3 that of ITuckle-
berry Finn. Thero is o reality about this bey
which is striking. An lonest old aumt, who
adores her scapegrace nepliew, is o homely pio-
fure worked with exceeding prace.  Mr
Clemona must beve had just such alovable
old sunt. An upgly murder in the book, ovor-
miputely described and too fully illustrated,
which Tom and Huck. see, of course, 1n o grive-
yvard, leads, goinehew or other, to the discovery
of & eave, in which treasures are conccaled,
and to wbhieh Tom and Huck. fall heirs,
There i8 no caut sbhout Mr., Clemens. A
description of a Bunday-sokeol in Tom Sawyer
ia true to toe letter. Alatiors are mot told zs
they are fancied to e, bui as they actually
are. Mr. Waltera is tho Superintendent ui the
village Suuday-school, and this is Mr. Clemens'
idea about wim and Lis actions:

“When & Sundav-achoul Saperiutendent makes
bis customary spéech, & bymo-look fn the haud is
a8 necessary aa the tnevitabie sbeet of music 1w the
bands of & singer, who atsads forward on the plat-
torm and sings & solo at 8 cencert, Lhoagh why is &
wystery, for oelther the bymu wmor the sheat of
| muslo 1 ever referred to by the sufforer. Thia
. BupADasMndens was & U@ oreabdre of &5 wish &




sandy poates, and sbort, sandy bair; hs wore o
stiff “standing ovllar, whose upper edge aimost
reached bis ears, sud whose sharp points curved
forward abreast the corners of his mouth—a fence
that cowpellsd & straight look ont nbead, and a
turmning +:::-}J the whole body when a side view was
required ; bls chin was propped on lus spreading
cravat, which wns s broal aud as loug ns
# benk.mote, and had fringed cuds; Lia
beats  were turped sharply up, ju  tho
fushion of the day, like sleigh-runnera—
an effect pativntly and laborivusly produced by the
young men by sitting with their toes nressed
against a wall for hours tegetber. Mr. Walters
was very earpest of micn sod very sincere and
earnest at heart, and beld sacred things and placod
In sach reverenes aund ap separated them from
wordly matters that noconsciously to himself his
Sannday-schoul volee had acquired a peculiar jntona.
tion which was wholly apgont on week davs.”

Have any readers ever seen a Sunday-school
“ghow off 71 If they have, it was done exactly
as Mr. Clemens tells it:

““Mr, Walters fell to * ahowing off," with all aorts

| of official bristlivgs and activiting, giving orders,
i deliveting jndgnicnts, dis¢harging directions here,

thore, sverywhers that bio couhd find o tarzot. The
librarian *showed off’ ruouing hither and thither
with msarms full of booka, and making a deal of tho
splutter and fuss that insect authority aelhighea in,
I'be voung ludy teachers ‘showed ofl' bendlng
aweetly over puplla that were latelv being boxed,
hftlog pretty, warning fingers, at bad little boys,
and patting goud enes lovingiy, The young gentle-
men teachers ‘showed off,) with amall acoeld.
inga and  other ilutle  displays  of  auw-
therity, and fine sttentlon to dirclpline—
and must of the teachers, of bLoth aaxes, fuuna
Lusiness up at the library, by the puipit; aud it
way buaiuess that frequontly was to be done over
acalp, two or three times, (with much seeming
vexation.) The littla girls ‘showed off ' in various
wave, amid the littla boys ‘*showed off ' with such
diligenee that the air was thisk with paper wads
and the murmur of scufflings ; aad, above it &l
the great man sat, avd brawed a majestic judical |
semile upnn all the bouse, and warmed himself io
the sno of hly ¢wn graudeur—{or be-was ‘ahow-
ing oft’ tun.”

Tom, like all boys, geta good nnd bad by fits




Tom, like all boys, geta good nnd bad by fits
and starts, and beeomes a member of tho order
of the Cuadets of Temperance, “boing attravted
hy the showy character of their regulin” Tom
gweara to abstain {from smoking, chewing, and
profunity, in order to wear the uniform of the
Cadets of Temperauce on the oceasion of the
expected death of o raral Judge, waen the re-
palin is to be sported at bis funeral. DBut as
the Judge don't dis soon enough, Tom, dis-
gustod with waiting, throws off Lis regalia and
relapses again, |

 I[¢ handed in his restenation at once, and that
nigbt the Judge suffered s relapas and died. Tom
resolved that ha would never trust p man like that
aguin. The funeral was a fine thine. The calots
pataded i & style caleulated to kill the late member
with envy., ‘Towm was a iree boy again, however;
there was eowething in that, lle could drink und
awear now, but fuund, to his surprise, that he did
nat waot to. Thosimplo fuct that he could, tovk
thoe desire away and the charm of it."”

It Mr. Ciemcens has been wanting in eontinn-
ity in his lenger sketches, and that sustained
inventive power nece3sary in dovetaihig iaci-
dents, Tum, as & story, though sllghtly dia-
juinted, has this delecet less apparent. As o
Lhumorist, Mr. Clemens has a great doal of
fun in him, of the true Amertcan kind, wineh
crops out all over the boox. Mr. Clemens
has an audience both lhere and in Lng-
land, and doubtless his fricnds ncross the
water will re-eebo the hearty Jaughs whieh the
reading of Zom Sweyer will cause on this
sido of the world. We are rather inelined to
treat books intended for boys and girls, writ-
ten by wen of acoredited talent and reputa-
tion, 1 o sorious mauner. Early impressions
are tho lastiug ones. It is exactly such n clever
book ns Tem Sawyer which is sure to leave its



book us Tem Sawyer which is sure to leave its
stamp on . younger minds. We like, tuen, the
true boyish fun of Tom and Huck,, and have a
foible for the mischiet theas ebildren enprage
i, \Wo bave not the least objection that rough
boys bLe thoe herooa of n story-book. Restless
apirits of coergy enly require judicious training
in order to bring them inte proper uze. "It
your son wauts to be n pirate,” savs Mr.
Emerson somewhers, "send him to sea
‘I'he boy may make a good sailor, u mate, may-
be 4 Captain.” Withoutadvoeating theutter sup-
pression of that wild disposition which is natu-
ral in many a fine lad, wo think our American
bovs require no extra prowpiings, DBoth East
and West our littlo pecuple are getling to be
men apd women betore their tima, In tho books
to be pluced, then, into ebildren’s hands tor pur-
poses of recroativn, we have a preference for
those of a wilder type than Yom Sawyer. Lx-
citements derived from reading should be ad-
ministered w:th a certain degrec of eircumspec-
tion. A sprinkling of salt 1n mental food is
both natural and wholesome; any ecravingd
for the conteuts of the  castors, tho
cayenne and the mustard, by ehildren,
ghould not be pratified. With less, then, of
Injun Joe and * revenge,” and * slitting wo-
men's cars,” and the shadow of the gallows,
which tbrows an unnecessarily sinister tinge
over the story, (ifthe Dook really is intended
for boye and girls,) wo should kave liked Zom
Sawyer better.



21. June 17, 1877 - Mark Twain [How he got his name]

MARIC TWALY.

The San Francisco Alta says that this is how
Samuel L. Clemons obtained the name which he
bas made tamwous, the explanation botng given 1n a
lotter to Mr, Johin A. McPherson, of that city :

DeAr Sir: “ Mark Twain'' was the nom de plume
of one Capr. Isailal Sellers, who used to wriio rivor
news over it tor the New-Orleans Picayune. Ho
died in 1863, and as he could no longer need that
signature, I laid violent bands upon it without ask-
ing permission of the propriotor's remains, That
18 the history of the nom de plume I bear. Yours

truly, BAMUEL L. CLEMENS.
_ Mav 2§



22. August 1, 1877 - Amusements - Fifth-Avenue Theatre

AMUSEMENTS.

FIFTH-AVENUE THEATRE.

The representation of the play ealled *Ah
Sin" ut the Fifth-Avenue Theatre yesterday even-
ing afforded frequent gratification to a very lurgoe
audicnre. The fact thet a good many spectators grew
poereeptibly weary as the portormancd approacned
an end, and the still more significant fact that the
audience left the honse without making the slightest
demonstration of pleasure when the eurtain fell
upon the last scene, may imply that the
piece, as & whols, is senreely likely to se-
cure o really strong bold upon the favor of
the public, But it is certain that there was mnuch
Inughter and applause heard as ** Ak Sin" pro-
gressed, and the eanses of the merriment and plaudits
appeared  sufficiently numerous to give some vitality
to the composition of which they are the principal
element, It need hardly be said that I\Iir'l:;srs, Broet
Harte and Mark Twein's play is by no means a
very dramatie or symwetrical work,  Humorists,
romance-writers, aml poets are never born and
seldom  Dbeeome  dramatists, amd  both authors
of “ Al Sin " are now trying their 'prentive hand in
seeking fume and fortune through the medium of
the stoce,  ** Ah Sin,” however, is not so bad a piece
ny  might have beon antieipated. It has a
vlot, wellworn and transparent though it
iy ot ones  discovered to be, and  henee
there iz a reason for almost every hing said or dous
durine the disentanglement of the nwrative, Tts




durine the disentanglement of the narrative, Its
weakness lies in a poueity of striking events, in
an slmost invariable disregard of the abeolute neces-
sity of providing a strong tableau at the
closo of each act, and in a supernbundance
of dialowue, mainly conrse, and often inexcusably so,
Leeause it has not the exeuse of being characteristic,
Tts werit is to be sought, firstly, in the
somewhat novel personage  who bestows  his
name upon the drama; sceoudly, as mentioned
above, in its rather unexpected coherence, aud,
Iastly, in the strange atimosphere into which it trans-
ports the listener. Most of the characters do not in-
deed differ in any essentiel traits from the every-day
heroes and heroines of melodrama, but their langunge,
their attire, and their surroundings breathe an air of
freshness over the picture. 3L Dennery might
turn them into Frenclupen. Mr. DBoueicault
into  Ivishmen, and  Mr. Daly  into  Massu.
chusetts saints and  sinners, but  the charm
of loeul eolor is of great weight in dealing with
Messrs. Harte and Twain's joint produetion.  And
the character of AA Atne lhes uaquestionably origi-
nality and vewness, The typical Chinawman, who
arts, too, a3 a sort of deus ex maching, presents a
variety of phases of Chinese humor, cleverness,
and amusing  rascality.  His  comieal nateet,
his  propensity to  beg and  steal,  his
far-seeing policy, thanks to which a happy
dénoueruent of this particular storyis brought
about, are happily illustrated. Naturally enough
Al Nin finally becomes a littlo monotonous; thers
is, however, so much idle gabble in the drama that
his appearance is usunlly weleome, - Of the serious
business intrusted to the other personages there
is. a3 wo have suid, moro than a suflideney. We
shall, therefore, not waste much space uponthe story

- . Ll - .



shall, therefore, not waste mueh space uponthe story
of * Ak Sin.' It turns upon the raseality of one
Broderick, who all but muvders IBill Plunkelt—
“the champlon liar of Culaveras"—and then
accuses JYwrk, a " gentleman miner,"”  of
the erime. Just as a committee of lynchers are
about to act upon a verdiet of guilty, Ak Sin fastens
the guilt of the deed upon Broderick by the exhibition
of the murderer's coat, which Droderick thougit
he had long since  done  away  with,
and  Plunkeft  beinz  subsequently  brought
into eourt sufs and sound, the piece terminates
happily. If Messrs. Horte and Twain had han
dled all  their material as  deftly as in
the first aet, “Ah Sin”  would have been
n very praiseworthy effort.  Although the
longest of the four divisions of the play, the first
awakens interect and closes witih an ingenious sur-
prise. The second act, coneludiug with an attempt
to arrest Al Sin on o charge of wmurder, and
with the flight of the * vigilantes,” who are routed
by Ak Sin expectorating water upon them as though
he were dampening linen in the Chinese fashion, i3
tedicus, and the third drazs sadlv, The vieissitwles
of a trial before s *“horder jury” enliven the
fourth act, which would round off the piece very
neatly if something besides ascene of uxtravagant joy
worthy & burlesque prefaced the fall of the euriain.
AL Sin U was capitally acted, last nicht, and ad-
mirably placed upon the stage. Mr. Parsloes
{'kinaman eould searcely be excelled in truthfolness
to nature and freedom from earieature. Mr. P Al
Anderson  pictured  with  marked forco  and
freedom  from  conventionality Il Pluniett.
Mr, Davidge, as the “chief of the Vigi-
lantes,”  distincuished  himself  especinlly  in
the trial scene, and the remaining male roles found



the trial seene, and the remaining male roles found
suitable  interpreters in Messrs,  Crisp,  Collier,
Weaver, Varrey, and Vining Bowers. Among tho
cofter sex Mrs. Gilbert bore off the honors, ina
new rival of Mre. Malaprop—1rs. Plunkett
by name, Much of the language put into Jrs.
Plunkett's mouth is far from refined, but some of it
is funny, though the charascter and her peculiarities
~are beeome well-nizh threadbare, A still more
offensive typo of feminlnity—Caroline Anastasin
Plunkett—was represented by Aiss Edith  Blande
with beeoming masculinity,  Miss Dora Goldthwalte
cndowed Skirley Tempest with appropriate personul
charms, aud finally, Miss Mary Weils did all that
could be dene with Mrs.  Tewmpest.  After
the third act, Mr. Clemens stepped before the
footlichts, anddelivered an address in his familiar
vein, but with less than his wonted felicity of style
aud more than his wonted drawl. *' Al Sin™ is to be
repeated at the Fifth-Avenue Theatre ¢very evening
until further notice,



23. September 20, 1877 - Mark Twain’s "Tramp" of The Sea

MARKETTWAIN'S" TRAMP" OF THE SEA.

VEE SHIP JONAS SMITH—A STRANGE CRAFT
AND HER COLJRED CAPTAIN—BEGGING
FOR BREAD ON THE HIGH SEAS—TROM
BERMTUDATO X0 ONE ENOWSE WHERE,

Harrrorp, Conn., Sept. 19.—Mr. Clem-
ens (Mark Twain,} in & letter to the Hartford

Courant, selves the mystery of the bark Jonas

bmith, reported spoken near Cape Fear recent-

Iv. He wasonavoyage from Bermuda, May

23, 1877, on the steam-ship Bermuda. The

bark Jonas Smith was spoken with a signal of

distress flying, Sbe was 10 duys out

from DBermuda, baving left there for
New-York with five  days' provisions
for a crew of nbout 135 eolored men. A boat
with thres men came to the steamer and got a
eupply of beef, potatoes, snd sea biscuit. The
facts about the vessel’s history and crew, os
told by Mr, Clemens, are as follows: Une of the
three men who came tous in the bost was the
Captain and owner of the vessel, Wa ques-
tioned him freely, and all that he sald was con-
firmed afterward by thres of our passengers
who knew ali about the matter. The poor old
tub had been condemned officlally in Ber-
muds and sold at auection, and, queerly
enough, not as a wwhale, but by piece-meal
as one may say. For instance, one man bought
the topmasts and all the sails, I think ; another
bought an anchor; another such odds and ends
a2 sky-lights and such things,iund this colored
man bought what was left, viz: the emptv
hulk and the stumps of the fore and inain
masts. He paid £42 for his bargain. Then he
bought three old rags, and made one do duty
as o spencer on the mainmast, another as a jib.
end a third as asert of fiying jib or jib-stay-
2uil, whichever you pleasp to eail it. These
bad become rags indecd when we saw them,
end practically apprepriate to the wandering,
food-soliviting ocean tramp which the poor
old outcast bad been sll these months
that have since dragzed by, Oneof our passen-
gers said that the new owner of this solemn
frnpert}' was oifered n sufficieney of ballast for
1is purposes for $275, but he was not able to af-
‘f«:n*lfl it and =o weunt to sea inall his perilous emp-
tiness. His idea was to take tho eraft to New-
York and sell her at a proflt either as o couster
or to be broken up,



or to be broken up.

We did not hear of any white man being on
board, but of course there may havo been one,
{I don't mean that Portuguese,) but there were
15 colored men at first, if I remember rightly,
I asked Capt. Angrove how ke could account
for that extraordinary crew, swhen five men
vrould have been more than enouzh. Ho sald
It was easily explained ; it was a great thing for
those colored islanders to go abroad and see the
world ; that without doubt their only pay was
their pleasure excursiou,  So this four monthy
horror is a pleasure excuarsion., Imazine that,
I waid I should think that unless the
winds were very favorable these rags would
rot enable the hulk to overcome ocean cur-
rents; that when she struck the Guif Stream
ghe might be carried South ; thuat the provisions
wounld soon run out again, and so, taking all
things into consideration, that the crew
might be looked -on as doomed, perhaps.
EBut Capt. Angrove said that their main trouble
would be theirdanger of getting outof tho track
of vessels; if they could manage to keepin
that they could borrow food and water, and
extend their excursion indefinitely,  Mr.
Clemens gives an extract from his diary of May
25, with full details of meeting the ship, leav-
Ing po doubt that his * Tramp of the Sea”
bas now been four months out from Bermuda,
and is now further from her destipation than
when she started.

————.



24. October 7, 1877 - Mark Twain’s War Experiences

MARK TWAINS WdAR EXPERIENCES.

HIS GRAPIIC RECITAL oOF THEM AT TIB
DINNER TO THE BOSTON ANCIENT AND
HONXORABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY.

Mr. Samuel L. Clemens was a guest at the
dinner given the Boston Ancient and Honoralblo Ar-
tillery company in Hartford by tho Patnam Phalanx
of that city, and in responding to « toast said :

“T wouldn't have missed being here fora good
deal. The last time I had the privilege of breaking
Lread with suldiers wans some yenrs ago with tho old-
est military organization in England, the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of London, somowhers
about its six hundredth anniversary; and now I
hava enjoyed this privilege with its  eldest
child, the oldest ailitary organization in
Amerien, the Ancient and onorable Aveillery
Compuny of Massauelmsetts, on this their two
hum}md and  fortieth  anniverspry., IMine old
stock, both of you ; and if you fight as well as you
feed, God protect the enemy. T did net assemblo
at the hotel parlors to-day to he received by & com-
mittee ns o mere civilinn guest, No, I assembled at
the hend.quarters of the I'ntnam Phalanx, and in-
sisted upen my right to be escorted to this place as
one of the military guests. I'er I, too, am n soldier,
Iaminured to war. I have s militery history. I
have been through a stivring camupaign, and there is
not even A mentien of it in any history of the United
Stutes or of tie Southern Confederacy. To such
tengths enn the euvy and malignity of the historian
go.  Iwill unbosom myself here, where I eannot but
find sympathy. I swill tell wou about it
and appeal through you to justice. In the ear-
liest Summer days of the war, I slipped out of
Hannibel, Mo, by night, with a friend, and
joined & detaehment of the vrebel Gen. Tom Harris'
(I find my=elf in A great minority here) Armv, up o
gorge behind an old barm in Ralls Coupty. Coel.
Ralls, of Mexican war celebrity, swore us in. He
ninde us swear to uphold the flag and Constitution of
the United States, and to Jdestroy every other inili-
tary organization that we eanght doing the same
thing, whiely, being interpreted, means that we were
to repel invasion.  Well, you see this mixed us.  Wo
couldn’t veally tell which side we were on. But wo
wentinto camp and left it Lo the God of battles, For
that wns the term thon, I was made Second Licu-
tannnt1a11flﬂhi{ef Mogul of a4 company of 11 men
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tenant aud Chief Mogrul of a company of 11 men
who kpew nothing about wavr—nor anything,
for we had »ne Captain, My  friend, who
was 149 vears old, 6 feet hieh, 8 feet wide,
and some distanee throupgh, and just out of the in-
fant school, was made Orderly Sevgeant.  His namo
was Ben Tupper, He had a hard time. When he
wts mounted and on the march e used to go to
sleep, and his liorse would feaeh around and bite
him on the lae, and then he wonld wake up and ery
and eurse and want to go homo., The other men
pestered him a good deal, too.  When they were dis-
mounted they said they couldn't march in double file
with him beeause his feet took up so mueh room.
(ne night, when we wero round the eamp-fira, somo
fellogr on the oulside in the cold said : * Ben Tupper,
put down that newspaper; it throws the whoele
Pluce into twilizht, and casts a shadow like A bhlank.’
Bensaid: ' Iain't got any newspaper.” Then the
other fellow eaid, *Oh, I see; 'twas your
eur.’ We all slept in o eorn-crib on  the
corn,  and  the rats  were very thick. Ben
Tupper had been earvefully and rightly rearved,
und when he was ready for bed he would start to
pray amd a rat would bite him in the heel, And then
he woull sit up and swear all night and keep every-
hody awake,  He was town-wed and did not seem to
have any correct idep of military discipline, If I
commiunded him to shut up, he would say, * Who was
your nizicer last year!' Oneevening I ordered him
to ride out nbout three wmiles on picket duty, to the
heglnning of a praivie.  Suld he, ' What, in thenizht,
and them bimued Tnlon soldicrs likely to bo prowl-
ing around there any time !’ 8o he wouldn't go, and
the next morning I ovdered him again, Said he: ‘In
the rain? I think I sce myeelf!” Ho didn't go.
Next day [ ordered him ou picket duty onee more,
This time he looked hurt.  Sa1d ha: *What, on Sun-
doy ; you wmust he o —— foul.’  Well, picketing
night have been a very good thing, Lat I sawit
was impracticable, so I dropped it from my wilitary
svatem,  We hod o zood enough time there at that
barn, irving the rats and the wosquitoes and the
riin. Wo levied on both parties impartially, and
Both parties hnted us immartiaily.  But one day we
heard that the invader was approaching. So we had
to pack up and move, of course, and within 24 hours
he wascominug again. Sowemoved aguin, Nextdayhe
was alter ns onece more. Well, we didn’t like it muceh,
but we moved, rather than make trouble. And this
woent ou for & week or 10 days, and we saw consider-
able scencry, Then Ben Tupper’s patience was lost.
Said he: "War is not what it's cracked up to be.
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Said he: ' War 15 not what it's cracked up to be.
I'm going home, if I can't ever git a chance Yo sit
down a minute. Why deo these people keep us a
humpin’ avound so ! Blame their skins, do they think
this is an exeursion ¥

“Some of the other town boys got fo grumbling.
They eomplained that there was an insufliciency of
umbrelias. So Isent around to the farmers and
borrowed what I eould,  Then they complained
that the Worcestershi.e sauce was out. There
was mutiny and dissatisfaction all avound, and,
of course, at sueh a time as this the invader
must como around pestering usg againg; ag wueh s
two hours before breakfast. too. when no one
wanted to turn ouf, of cowurse. 'U'his was carrving
the thing too far. The whole command felt in-
sulted. I detached one of iy aides and sent him to
the Brigadier, and asked him to assign us & distrvict
where there wasn't o much bother going on. The
historv of our campaign was laid before him, but
instead of being touched by it, what did he do! He
sent back an indignant message and suid: *You have
hud & dozen ehunees inside of two weoks to capture
the enemy and bhe is still at lavge. (Well, we knew
that!) Stay where you are this time or I will
court-martizl and hang the whole of you.! Well,
I submitted this bratal message to my battalion
and asked their advice, Said the Orderly Sergeant:
‘It Towm Harris wants the enemy let lim come hero
and get him.  Iain't got any use for my share, and
who's Tom Harris anyway, I'd like to lnow, that's
putting on so many frills! Why, I knew him when
he wasn't anything but a dorned telegraph operator,
(Gentlemen, you ean do as you cheose, As for me,
I've got enough of this sashaying around so's’t you
can't ret o chiance to pray, becawse the thine is ad re-
guired for eussing, so off goes my war-paint. You hear
me ! The whole regiment said with cne voice, ' That's
the talk for me." So there and then, on the spot,
my brizade disbanded itself and tramped off
home, with me in the tail of it. I hunzr up my own
sword and returned to the arts of pence, and there
were people who said I hadn't bDeen wbsent ffrowm
them vet. Woe were the first men that went into tho
service in Missouri: we wera the fivst that went out
of it unywhere. This, gentlemen, is the history of
the part which my division took in the great re-
bellion, und such is the military record of its Com-
mander-in-Chief, ond this is the first time that the
deeds of those warriors have been lrought ofticiully
to the notice of humanity, Treasure these things in
vour hearts,  And so shall the deteefed and traewn-
lent historians of this land o brousht to shame and
eonfusion, I ask vou to fill your slasses and drink
eomfusion. I askvon to fill your glasses aud drink
with mea to the revereut memory of the Orderly Ser.
geant nud  these other neglected and forgotten
heroes, my footsore aud travel-stained palzdins, who
were first in war, fivat in peace, and were not idle
during the inferval that Iny between,”



25. December 20, 1877 - Twain at the Whittier Dinner
TWAIN AT THYE WHITTIER DINNER,

HIS FIRST AND ONLY ATTEMPT TO TRAVEL
ON II8 NOM DE PLUME—THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY GUESTS AN OLD MINER IIAD.

™o Doston Adverliser gives the following
voport of the remarks of My, Samuol L. Clemens nt
the banquet glven {n honor of Mr. J oln Gt Whittler

In that elty on Monday evoning:

Mr, CiuairMAN: I'his 18 an oeceasion Pnuul!nﬂy
meet for tho d!g;;'mlg up of ploasant reminisconces
concerning lterary folk; thovefora, I will drop light-
1% into hiamri{ myself,  Standing here on tho shoro
of the Atlantle and contomplating certnln of its hig-
gost lHternry billows, [ am rominded of n thing which
hnprm’:ml to ma 1O years ﬂ[{t&t, when I had just sue.
ceeded in sthrelng up alittle Novadian Htorary occan-
puddle myself, whose spume-flakes wero beginaing
to blow thinly Callfornlawnrd. T started an in-
spection tramp through the southern mines of Cull-
fornin, I waseallow miul concolted, mud i rosolved
to try tho virtue of my nemn de plume. I very soon
had an lrpiimtmllt}'. knocked at a miner's lonely
log-cabin inthe foot-hills of the Siercas just at night-
fall. It was snowing at the tlme. A jaded, ‘mel-
ancholy man of 50, Lage-footed, opened to me. When
he heard my nom do phone, ho leoked move dejeetod
than before.  Ho lot me In—pretty reluctaotly, I
thought—and after the custoniary bacon and beans,
black coffes and a hot whisky, Itook n pipe. This
sorrowful man had not sald threo wovds up to this
timo, Now he apoke up and sald In tho volee of ono
who 18 seerotly suiforlng : * You've the fourth—I'm
n going to move." " Thoe fourth what!” sald I,
“'ho fourth literary mon that's been hero In 24
hours—I"mn ﬂ',-'.:ninn: to move," ** Youden'ttellme!"
sald I3 **Who wore the othoral” * Mr. Long-
follow, My, Emoraon and Mr. Oliver Wendell Holmes
—dad foteh the lot 1™

You can cnal[¥ bolleve I was Interested. I nup-
Pleateit—three hot whiskys did tho vest—nnd fnally
thoe malnncholy miner began,  Sald ho :

“ oy como hioro Just at dark {estordny ovening,
and I lot them in, of course.  Sald thoy wero golng
to Yo Somite. Vhey wors o rough lot—but that's
nothing—overybody Jouks vouigh that travals afoot.
My, Emerson was u sexdy lttle blt of a ehap—red
headed, Mr. lolmos was as fat ns n bnlloon-lio
welghed ns muels as 300, and had double ehins nll
tho way down to his stomncl, Mr. Longfellow was
butlt like o prize-ighter, MHis head was eropped and
bristly—iike na If he hind a wig made of haly-Drushes,
111s noso Iny stralght down his face, like n finger with
the end-Joint tilted up. Thiy had beon drinking—I
eould seo that. And what gueor tnik ”m{: usod |
Mr. Holmes inspected this enbin, thon he took mo by
tho button-linle, and anys ie—

W hrongh the deep eaves of thought



wrkhrongh the deep caves of thought
1 liear n volce thnt singa e
Dulld thee moro stately manslons,
O my soul!’

“ Says I, "I can't aford it, Me. 1lolmes, and, more-
over, L don't want to.!  Blmned If I Hked it pretty
well, elther, coming from o stranger, that way,
However, I starteld to got out my bacon and beana
when Mr. Bmerson came and looked on o while, nne
then ho takes mo asbde by tho bution-holo and enys:

1 (Jive mo ngntos for wny meak;
Glvo mo conthihridea to cat
From alr uml agean baing ma foods,
From all zones and aliitudes.”

“8Baya I, ‘Mr. Emorson, If you'll exeuso ne, thila
aln't 1o hotel.!  You ece it gort of riled me; T wnan't
uged to tho waya of littery swells. Dut I went on
n-swenting over my worle, and next comes Mr, Long-
li'u'lluw and button-helea mo, and intorrupts mo. Hays
103

2 Honayr ho tn Muri]ikc.uwln !
You sholl hear how Pan-Puk-Heawlas—'

" Put I broke in, and saya I, 'Iie:pllnp: your pardon,
Mr, Longlellow, i you'll bo ao klud as to hold your
yawp for nhout five minutes ahd Jet mo get this grab

yeady, you'll do o prowd.’  Well, Sir, after they'd
flled up 1 set out thoe jug. Mr, Holmes looks atlt,

and then flves up all of n sudden and yolla,

¢ Flash ont p strean of hlood-red wine |
For I would drink lo other doyes.!

"By George, I was eetting kind of worked up. I
don't :lnnyit.i was gettlug kind of worked up. I
turns to Mr. Holmes, and snays I, * Looky horo, my
fat friend, I'm n-vunning this shanty, and if tho
court known herself, you'll tika whis ifnlm!ght or
ow'll go dry.'  Thent's the very words I aald to him,
vow L dldn'twanb to gnga such famous Httery people,
but you see they kind of foreed me. I'nere aln't
nothing onreasonahle 'hout mo; Idon't mind a pas-
sol of puests a-troading on my tall three or four
times, but when {t conea to standlpg on i, 1t'a dif
forent. and §f tha ecurt knows horaelf, vow'll take
whisky etralght, or you'll go dry., Woll, hetween
drinks, they'd swoll around the eabin and striko atil.
tudes and spout. 2ays Mr, Louglellow,

“ 7'y 1 tlia foreat primoval,

“ Bays Mr, Eincraon:

" ! l{oro onco the embattled farmeard stoad,
Arid fired the shot heard round the world.!

“ Bays I: 'O, blackguard tho promises as much ns
you want to—it don’t cost you a cont.’ Well, thoy
went on drinklng, and I:-rntt{ soon they got outn
greasy old deck and went to playing cul-thront
euchro at 10 conts a eornor——on trust, I began
to notleo gomo ‘]Tﬂ”’.ﬁf gurpleloun things. Mr. lim.
crson dealt, looked ak hls hand, shook his hoad,
ALY ¢ -
’ “ o am the doubter it the doubt--"
and ealmly bunched tho hauls, and went to shui
Ning for n new lay-out,  Baya b,

" They II.'F."ET{HII. H‘l wh‘rli leave o onk;

LR R N |



ootphey reckon A1 he lenve o ond
Ty kuww nok well 1ha sulila waya
I keop, I phsz, nod dend agdia P
o k'l if he didn’t go ahend dnd do 1§, too ! Oh, o
wns a cool one. Well, lia nbout n mihnte, things
woero runnlng pretly Lght, but of o sadden I sra
~ Mr, Emothon's oyo that ho imlge'l lio find 'om.  Hlo
hid alrendy corraledld t-.ns trivks and each of thoe others
one. Homow he kind of 1ifts a llktlo in his chair, aful
BRYH: :
‘ w1 tea of plobed and aces l—
Too lohyg thoe giamo s played I
—nnd dewn he fotohed a vight bower, Mr. Longtollow
smiles ia sweot as pid, and shys: ¢
M hanka, thanks te t‘,ian, my worthy Erlend,

For the lessou Phou haat tanght !
—anil dog m§- enta, If ho dldn't Jdewn with anothor
rlght bowerl  Well, Sirv, up jumpa IHolmes, a-wor-
whooping, as usual, anid snys:

1 @nd holp themi 1 the tempoat ewings

Tho ping agalust thiy palm

—and T wish I iay go to grass i he dlin't swoop
down with another right Lower, Jimarson elaps hia
hand on his bowla, Longtellow elaspa s on hla ro-
volver, nud I went under i bunk. Thore was golng
to be tronblo; -but that monstrous IHelines vose up,
wobbling his doble ghilhé, and says_hot: *Order,
gentlomen; tho fivst Than that draws, I Iny down
oiy him dnd Amother him ' AN qulet oh the I'eto.
nine, you bot you!

corfo in{r iy i::n prnttf’ hovr-como-youw-a0, oy, and thoy
begun to blows Eoierson says:  ‘Tho  Tulliest
thing T over wrote wis ** Barbarn Frictehle.” ' Hn‘y!
Longfoliow, 'It don't begln with my " Blglow 1.

ora." ' Snys Holmes, ' My ** Thanatopsls " Iays over
om botli,' They Iightr near ewded in o fight,
Then thoy wished uir had #ome mote company,
and Mr, Emerson polnted at me and says:
4 fa pondor Squalid peasant all
Tlint thla prood nirsery could breed ¥

“Ho wq&u- Motting his bowle gn his boot—so I lot
it pass. Wel i:‘h-. noxt they took ik into thelr heada
that they woulid ko soma hiusla; so they mnade nie
stand ip and slog ' When Johnny OQomea Bnrehing
Home’ tﬂi I drgpped—at thirteon minutes past four
thls worning. Uhnt's what I've been through, my
frioid,. Whoen I woke nt 7, they were leaving,
thank goodness, nnd Mr. Longfellow had my on f'
boots on, and bis owu. under hia nrm. BSays I,
' Haold on thore, Evangelloe, what you going to do
with thom?y' - ifo saya: 'Ooing to mako tracks
with "om; borAaude—

e Taves of grant mon all romind us
Wo ean miko our llves aublimog
And doparting, teave bohind wa
Funtprints In the eands of Tlne!

i Aa T gald, My, Pwaln, you avo the fourth in 24
nours—and I'm agolng to move—I nin't suited to. o
Mterary ntmvaphore.” ;i

I snld to the miney, " Why, my dear Siv, thosowaore
niot the graclons singors to whoin we and tho world
pay homnge; theto woro lmpnsters.”

’f"im winer investigated mo with a ealm oyo for n
while, ther aald lio, **Ah! Impodters, were thoy 1—
arve you 1" I did not pursita the enlject, and alficd
then I havon't traveled on my nom de plume eiough
io hurt, Such wos tho eminlicenice I wis moved to
contribute, My, Chalrinan, Tn my enthusiasm I mn
“hiwve Mngﬁl’ua.tml the detalls a Hitle, but you will
ﬁhil[ffﬂrﬂl b mo thas fault, slica I believo 1t 1 tho
flrat time I havg oyer doflected from porpendiculnr

| fack on bu ocenslon ko thiz - -



April 12,1878 - the Start fro Germany

THE START FOR GERMANY.

BAYARD TAI’LOR OFF FOR BERLIN,
THE I-IDLSATIA "CARRIES AWAY THE NEW
. MINISTER, ACCOMPANIED BY MARK
TWAIN AND. HIS FAMILY, AND THE WITE
AND CHILDREN OF MR, MURAT HALSTEAD.

The first name on the passenger lstor ihe
Holsatia, that sailed yestorday, was ‘' Hon. Bayard
Taylor, United States Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plonipotentiary;” then followed Mrs. Bay-
ard Taylorand Miss Lilian Taylor, Mrs. Murat Hal-
stead, Miss ‘Jenny Halstead, Master Robert Ial.
stead, Mr, S8amuel L. Clemens and family.

Mr, Bayard Taylor, Envoy E. and Minister P., was
on board . bright and early, being an old-cnough
traveler to go early and aveid the crowd. Although
tho rain trickled through the muddy-locking skies in
a light drizzle, he earrled@ one of the erimson plush
chairs from the upper saloon to the after deck,
where, thickly surrounded by his colored servant,
"Gawge,” ho kopt a watehful eye upon elght
lead-colored trunks that lay upon the wharf,
These trunks wers not pieces of high art, but they
fully made up in bulk and number for anything else
they may have lacked. Itwas patnfully evident that
the new Minister had made n raid upon his friends’
trunks. Some of them wore marked “L. T.” and
others * H. B. ." while all bore the words, in large
black letters, “Bayard Tayloy, U. 8, Legation, Berlin.”
Two were also marked *'Wanted on the Voige.” Gawgo
kept up o constant line of communication between
nis master and the trunks, perhaps to assure him
that they wero still safe, or, perhaps again, to show
that t.e opera-glass, he eartled swung from each
shoulder was nut. tuo much for hisstrength. Sov Grui



shounlder was not tuo much for hisstrength. Several
eords of steamsr chairs, benring tho same mimstursal
marks, woro piled upon the trunks.

The new Mluister was smoking another ot thoso
large cizars, ono eye upon the tranks, with the other
watehing the wrenths of smoke that puffed to lec-
ward, when a peculiar-looking earavan drove down
the pler. It fight oncoe have beon a coach, but
it had been transformed into a sort of pyramid on
swheels. As it stopped, and a door opened in its
side, # gentleman sud two ladies alighted, drawing
after them a nurse und a larzo number of children,
whom thoy carofully counted. The lifting of & fow
dozen trunks from tho top of the pyramid disclosed
the Gilsey Iouse coach, shininz with eilt. It had
brought to the stenﬁmr Mr. and Mrs. Samuel L.
Clemens, a lady friend of Mrs. Clemens, soveral chil:
dren, and 5 nurse. " MarkTwain," the innocent, who
was soon to be abroad again, wore & small binck silk
cap, which, as one of tho bystanders gaid, made him
t1look like o brakeman.” Having checked off his
family into the saloon, ho came out upon the deck to
shako hands with the new Minister.

“ Where's Halstead 7 said the innocent,

o T don't know,” replicd the Minister, ** I haven't
seon him to-day. I lefthim aboutl o'clock this
morning.” -

 One o'cloek ! echoed Mark Twain; * why,
yon ought to have been in bea by that time.”

v [ know it,” replied the Minister, " and 1 begged
Reid not to keep it up the last night, but he Insisted;
and they were all so jolly, I couldn’t get away. I've
had a hard time of it the last two weeks."

“ IT'yo had justas hard a time,” said Marle; * I'va
been rallronding for two weeks, and taking mixed
drinks. I suppose you stick to one thing all the
time—straight.”

“w3Well, I don't know,” said Bayard Taylor ;
“ ywhat do vou eall straight drinks "

“ Coffee," sald Mark, “‘or whisky, if you drink it

all the time."



time—straight.”

“iVell, I don't know,"” said Bayard Taylor;
“what do vou call straight drinks 1"

‘ Coffee,” sald Mark, "' or whisky, if you drink it

all the time."”
A heavy increase in the shower hero rudely broke

up what promised to be an important State commu-

nicention. _

Mr. Samuel L. Clemens, whilo in ono of the fits of
sober earnest that strike him oceasionnlly, sald that
he was going to Germany, partly for tho heaith of
his family, and partly to give him an opportunity to
write, which he finds ho cannot do well a$ home.

“I am going to the most out-of-the-way place in
Germany I ean find,"” said he; vfifty miles away
from any rallroad, where I ean sleep more than half
tho time. We havo not rented our house in Hart-
ford, go, if we get tired soon, there is nothing to pre-
vent us from comlng pack at any time; but, if wo

liko it, wo may stay for two or threo years."”
On being asked whether he had more * Innocents

Abroad” in mind, he roplied :
“1 am going to do some writing. I have been con-

templating it for a long time, and now I'm In for it.

But it will not bo any more '’ Innocents Abroad.”
That is done ap and done for.”
“ You'd bottor travel this timo as the Sage of Hart.

ford, "suceested Minlster Taylor,
" “'t} '-"Ivlll,." said Mark, *' or the Thyme, or any other
erb,’

Mark Twain was accompanled to. the steamer by
the historieal character *'Dan,” with whom every
render of the Innocents Abroad is well acquainted.
Pan' is Mr. Daniol Slote, a wholesule stationer,
of Willlam.street, and the maoufacturer of thes
wMark Twain Serap-books,” Dan engaged Mark's
stute-roowms soveral weeks ago, anonymously, and, as
he confessed, **wns warned by Sam that ho must bo
earoful.what he sald to those newspaper fellows."

Uan insisted upon saying that Sam is one of the
hest fellows in the world, and the funniest ; and the
Intter statement was so evidently true, that it earried
the other through without question.

“1 know him from top to botton,” said Dan.
“VWhen we were ont on the Quaker City expedition,
ho was the hardest-working maun I ever saw.  Why,

e nin AT Alane srrara en  thisls wan



Minister knew the llmp oI 1NatIAMe norse, wuu u
look of joy overspread his free. He .rushed to the
gunc-plank. The lame horso Enrunced furiously upon
threo leas. A gentleman alighted. He sprang up
the pangway. He grasped the new Minister.

" 3y Jove," panted Whitalaw Iteid, ** I wans afraid
1'd be too late.” .

4 Well don't break my umbrells,” said Minister
Taylor, ** there’s time enough for a Inst embrace,"”

i There is, my nable friend, there is,' regponded
tho alloged oditor, ‘' But the morning waxeth
dwmver.  Let us within, and get a ——." The vaico
Wwns }!ush inf the stairway., The Inst Wt}{ﬂ was proba-
bly * blanket.” 1When thoy renppeaTi<l one of the
Haotaatin's gold-laced Captains was on the gan g-plank,
driving everyhody ashore who wus notb going to
eross the ocenn.

o Come, voung feller,” sald he to the editor, in
singalarly pure German, *‘ you'd better be a gotten’
off'n hera,” '

. “ﬂiir.”rctﬂrted-thﬁ lIatter, ‘' do you know who
“No,” gaid tho officor, still in German, “ bub

you've got to skip, Idon't care & (some German word)
who you are.” :

« e must part,” said the oditor, suddenly, to
Bayerd Taylor. _

o Phat's 8o,’! eaid My, Taylor.

o Adien ! Adieu ™ : '

" Good-bye, old h’c:ly. Don't Le soft, if you were
ot late. Good-bye.” The whistle blew. The stecr-
nze passengers began to lenk nbout the eyes. They
wore off. Good-bve, new Ministcr at Berlin. Good.
bve, Mark Twait. _



27. April 11, 1879 - Too Late for Roger McPherson - Mark Twain Apologizes for Not making a
Speech

700 LATE IF'OR ROGER M’ PHERSON,

MARE TWAIN APOLOGIZES FOR NOT MAEKING
A SPEECH,

Mark Twain was recently at a dinner of the
Stanley Club in Paris, and, being enlled upon for a
speech, is thus reported by the Continentul Gazet e:
"My, Ryan sald to me just mow that I'd gzotto
make a speech. I said to Mr. Ryan, *The news came
too late to save Roger MePherson.' Ib is sadto
know that some things nlways comoe too late, and
when I look around upon tnis brilliant assembly I
feel disappointed to think what a nice speech I
might have made, what fine topice I might have
found in Paris to speak about among these historic
monuments, the architecture of Paris, the towers of
Notre Dame, the caves, und other anelent things.
Then I might have said something about the ob.
jects of which Paris folks are fond--literature,

‘art, medielne, [then taking a eard from his vest

pocket as if to take a glanee at his notes,] and
adultery. But ihe news ecame too late to save
Roger MePherson! Perhaps vou are not as well
acquainted with McPhersonas [ am i Weli, I'll ex-
vlain who McPherson was. When we sailod from
Now-York thero came on board a man all hageard—
n mers skeleton. He wnsn't much of aman, he
wasn't, and on the voyage wo often henrd him say
to himself ' The pnews came too lateto save Roger
MePherson,” I got interested, and I wanted to
lmow about the man, so Iasked him who was Me-
Pherson, and he said,. 'I'm MePherson; but the
news came too late to save Hoger MePherson.'
*How too late ¥ I asked, *About thres weeks too
late,” ho replied; *1'll tell you how it happened: A
friend of mine died, and they told me I must take his
body on the care to his parents in Illinois, I said I'd
do it, and they eave me o eard with the address, and
told me to go down to the depot und put it on abox I'd
find there, have the bex put on the bagrage ear, and
go right along with it to Illinois. I found the box
all tighf. and nailed the eard on it, and put it on the
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all right. and nailed the eard on it, and pus it on tha
ears; then I went in the depot and got & sandwich.
I was walking avonnd, eating my sandwich, and I
passed by the buggapge-room, and there was my box,
with a young man walking around, looking at it,
and he had o eard in hishand. I felt like geing ap
to thut young man, and saying, ‘‘Stranger, that's
my corpse.” But I didn't. 1 walked on, ato my
sandwich, and when I looked in again ths young
man was gone; bub there was that card nailed right
on that box. I svent and looked on that card. It
was directed to Col. Jenkins, Cleveland, Ohlo. So I
leoked Inthe ear, andthere was my box allright. Just
before the traln sturted; 2 man came into the bug-
goge car and laid a lot of limberger cheese down on
my box : he didn't know what was in my box, you
know, and I didn't know what was in his paper, bat
I found out later. It was an awful cold night, and
after we started the baggage-master came in. Ilo
was & nice fellow, Johnson was, and bhe said, " A
man would freeze to death, out there: I'll muke it
all right.” So he ghut all the doors and &ll the win.-
dows, built a rousing coal five in tho stove; then he
took turns fixing the car and poking the fire, till I
began to smell something and feel noncomfortable, so
I moved as far away from my corpse as I conld, and
Johnson says to me, ** A friend of yours? Didhe
die lately ¥ 'This rvear Imean.” SaysI, “T'llfix
it;” so I opened a window, and we took turns
breathing the fresh air. Atter & whilo Johnson
said, * Let's smoke, I think that'll fixit.” So we
lit our cigars and puffed a bit, but we got 5o sick
that +we let "em go out aeain—it didn't do any
good. We tried the air agmnin. Says Johnson,
“* He's in no tranee, is he! There’s doubt about
some people being dead, but there's no deubt
about him, is there?! What did he dle of ¥
We stopped at a station, and when woe started off
again Johnegon came in with a bottle of disinfeetor,
and says, “I've gotsomething now that'll fix it.”
So he sprinkled it all around, over the box, the lim.-
berger, and over everything: but it wouldn't do,
the ismells didn’t mix well., Johnson said, **Just
think of it. We've all got to die, all ot to come to
this,’' Then we thought we'd move tiie box to one
end .on the car; 80 we stooped overit; I took one
end and he took the other, but we couldn’t get
it tar. Johnson says, " We'll freeze to death if
wo stay out on the platform; we'll die If wo
stay in here.” So we took hold of it again; but
Johnson, he eonldn't stand it, he feil right over.
I dragged him out on the platform, and the cold
air soon Dbrought him to, and we went in the car
to got warm. **What are we going to do " asked
Johnson, and he looked ill. " We are sure to have
typhoid fover and half » dozen other favers. We're

A



28. September 3, 1879 - Mark Twain Home Again

MARK TWAIN HOME AGAIN

WHAT HE SAYS ABOUT THE NEW
, ROOK HE HAS WRITTEN.
.ép_ji’GRR SOMETHING LIKE ‘**INNOCENTS
- ABROAD’—LONGING FOR A RIDE ON THE
ELEVATED ROAD—AN AUDIENCE THAT
XTATTED IN VAIN FOR A STUPENDOUS JOKE.

© Mr. Samuel L. Clomens, who is much better
known to Americans as Mark Twain, the pilgrim
who was moved to tears while leaning upon the
tomb of Adam, and the nearest surviving Lin of the
jumping froz of CUalaveras, renehed this City
in the steanm-ship Gullin yesterday, aflter an
absenee of o year and a half in Enrone.
Afr. Twain was accomponied by his wife, 14
tranks, and 22 freight packnges; and the entire
party, aftor a smooth vovage, arrived in good health
_aind splrits, and were met and welcomed down at
‘Quarantino by a namber of friends. During his ab-
pence he hes visited Liondon, Pariz, Heidel-
berp, Munich, Venice, and a number of other
cities, spending most of his time on the Contis
nent, snd making prolonged stays in Parls, Heidsl-
berg, and Buonich. When Mark Twaln went away, it
~was generally believed that his intention was to fa.
ynilinyize himself with German, that he might pre-
‘pare one or 1Wo seientitle works ihat are still laelk-
ing in that language. He not only did not deny
these reports, hut yather encouraged them, and his
takine pnssage in o German steamer added greater
probability to them. It is now certain, however,
that sueh was not his objech Ho did have some de-
sizns npon the Geyman langunage, but not with the
intention of producing a seientifte work. A vory cele-
brated Professor in Munieh, who has since died,
syrote him a long German lotter, Inguiring about the
point of one of tha jokes 1n ‘' Innocents Abroad,”
and Mr, Twain desired to learn encugh of the lan.-
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and Mr. Twain desired 1o 18ATH bUvugu wr viy om

guage to explain away the difenlty. After moro
than a yenr of study he says he can read German
well enough, but that, wwhen it comes to talking,
Enelish is good enough for him.

% Vg, " said he, in xesponse 1o questions asked by
a group of repovters who surrounded him on all
aides, except that occupied by the saloou table, 50
thickly that he eould not fill” out his Custom-liouse.
qeelsration, I have been writing a now book, nnd
have it nearly finished, all but the last two or three
ennpters, The first half of it, I guess, is
finished, but the Iast half has mnot been
revised yet; and when Iget at it 1 will do a good
deal of rewriting and a great deal of tearing up.
may possibly tear up the first part of it, too, and re-
writs that.” With all this tearing up in prospeet, the
book seemed in such danger of being antirely
destroyed that one of the reporfers guggested the
praduction of & few chapters in advance in the
nowspapers, as samples; bub Mr. Twain said
that the manuseript wes in the bottom of
sne of his trunks, where it ecould mnot pos-
gibly be veached. He added, howaver, that
the book was descriptive of his latest trip
and the places he visited, sntirelvy solemn in charne.
ter, liko the *'Innocents Abroad,” and very mueh
after the penernl plan of that worle ; and that it has
not yet been named. Tt is to be published by the
sams company that brought out his other books, and
ic to be ready in Novembor. +*They want me to
gtay in New-York and revise it,” he continued;
st byt T eannot possibly do that. T am going to stard
to-morrow morning for Elmira, whero we will stay
for some time,”

On his outgoing voyage, Mr. Twain had for fal-
low-passengers M Bayard Taylor, the American
Minister to Germany, and Mr. Murab Halstead, who
started on five minutes’ notice, and withont any
clothes oxcept those he wore. I did mnot
sen Mr. Taylor after we left tha ship,” he
suid, ‘‘but corresponded frequently with him,
‘His death was a great surprise tome. Oh, no, T did
Totlend Mr, Halstead eny clothes, Heo could not
get into mine; and, besides, I hadn't any more than
T wanted for myself.”

The age of the author of *' Innocents Abroad,”
it Roupghing It.” and ** The Gilded Age,” hae not in-
creased, apparently, in the last two years. His hair
ja no whiter than when he last sailed for Europe.
o is very mueh the snine man, except that he woub
away in asilk eap and eame back in a cloth hat. He
nwas particularly well pleased with the steamer. "1
don't like some of these vassels,” said he ; ** some of
them keep a man hungry _:}1111,]1@ time, unless he has
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them keep o man hungry all the time, unless he has
u good appetite for boiled rice. I know some
steamors where they have the same bill of fave they
ased to havewhen the company ran gniling packets ;
beans on ‘Tuesday and Friday, stewed prunes
on Thursday, and boiled rise on Wednesday ; all
very healthy, but very bad. But we are ted like
princes abowrd here, and have made a comfortable
vavage, Wa have Deen in somp SCAS that would
have made the old Quaker City turn somersaults,
Sut this ship kept steadv through it all, Wa could
Jeave & mirror lying en the washstand, and it would
not fall off. I¢ we stood a goblet loose on the shsif
at night, it would be there in the morning.” M
Mwain declined positively, hoswever, to say whether
g coektail, loft standing on the shelf at night, would
be thore all safe in the morping. The ship wWas
havdly steady enongh for that.

Thera was & little ponderons silence that no one
interrupted, for the returning writer was aevidentlv
yovolvine something in his mind, "l wanta rlde on
one of the elevated railroads,” said he; “I'va never
beon on one of them yet. Iused to ba afrsid of
them, but it's no use. Daath stares us in the
face everywhere, and we may a8 well take
i in its elevated form. 1 have & friend
who wwanted to 1ake a ride on the elevated when the
first one was built; but when he locked at it hes
thought of his wife and children, and concluded io
wark home. On the way up town & wouman WHOo Was
wwashing o thivd-story window fell oub, and just
mrazed my friend’s head. She was killed, and he had
a very narrow eseaps, It's nouse; there are women
washing windows everywhere, and wo Inny as well
fall as be fallen upon.”

A very large Custom-house offiesr, with a groeat
deal of handsome gilt work on his cap, and very
Jarge, wide pockets in his clothes, occupied Mr.
rrwain’s nttention for seme time, and the Iatter pon-
dered ovor the joke of how to swear that 12 trunks
and 22 freizht packages contained nothing dutiable,
‘A smilo Jit 1p the face of the Customs man when he
read about the 22 parcels, e was opening them In
advanee, in his mind, and taking the ecantents out of
hoxes that they wonld not go into apain, and nicking
Yittle corners off the statuettes.

“"his new book of mine,” said be, breakinz sund-
denly off from the Custom-house blanks, **is differ-
ent from any book I ever wrote. Befors, I revised
tho manaserips as I went along, and knew pretty
well at the end of each weok how much of tha week's
work I should nse, and how mueh I shounld throw
atway. But this one has been wrilten pretiy muech
allin a lump, and I hardly know how much of it I
swill nse, or how mueh will have 1o be torn up. ¥When
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all in a lump, and L BATGIY KDUW QUW Mdiuee ve fe o
will use, or how mueh will have to be torn np. When
f start at it T tear it up protty fasy, but I think the
fiyst Lialf will stand pretty much as it is. I am
not quite sure that there 13 enough yet pre-
pared, but I am still at work at it.,” The group of
reporters and five or six listening cabin passengers
stood by weaiting for something stupendous in the
way of a jJoke to follow all thisserious talk, Several
times My, Twaln's lips moved, is if about to speak,
it ho was silent. The npper end of Staten Island
was passed, and the joke was still unborn. Govern-
or's Island came alongside, the Battery drew astern,
tho Cunard pier was reached, and yet the joker by
profossion and reputation kept his audience in sus-
pense. The landing was made, bat the joke still lay
Enukeid up, with the manuseript, in tho bottom of the
brank.



29. October 19, 1879 - "The Innocents” in Elmira & Patriotic Letter from Mark Twain

© THE INNOCENIS” IN ELMIEA,

MAREK TWAIN CONDUCTS A LARGE REPUB-
LICAN MBEETING—GEN, HAWLEY, POLI-
TICS. AND *° BEAUTIFUL SNOW.”

EuMIra, N. Y., Oct. 18,—The largest po-
litical mesting of the campaign was held
in this ecity by the Republieans Ilast
evening,  The Opera-house was densely
packed to hear Gen. Joseph R. Hawley, of
Connecticur. Gen. Hawley was introduced by
Mark Twain, (Samuel L. Clemens,) who snid:
“Tsee I am advertised to introduce the speaker
of the evening, Gen. Hawley, of Conneotieut, |
and I see it is the report that I am to make |
a political spaech. Now, I must say thisis an |
error. I wasn't construeted to make stump
speeches, and on that Thead (politics)
I have only this to 8ny: First,
seo that you vote, Second, see that your neigh-
bor votes, Lastly, see that yourself or neigh-
bor don’t scrateh the ticket, Gen. Hawley

was President of the Centennial Commission.
He was =2 gallant soldier in the war
He has heen Governor of Connecticut, member
of Conpgress, and was President of the conven-
tion that nominated Abraham Lincoln.”

(ten, Hawley—That nominated Grant,

Twain—He says it was Grant, but I know
botter. He i3 a member of my church
at Hartford and the suthor of '‘Beaunti-
ful Snow.” DMay be he will deny that.
But Iam only hero to give him a character
from his last place. As a pure citizen, I respect
him; asa personal friend of years, I have the
warmest regard for him; s a neighbor whose
vegetable garden adjoins mine, why—why, I
wateh him. That’s mnothing: we =all do
that with any neighbor. Gen. Hawley
keeps his promises not only in private
but in public. Ho is an editor who belicves
what he writes in his own paper, As the au-



what he Writes in n1s own paper. .AS Toeé au-
thor of ** Beautiful Snow'" he has added a new
nang to Winter. Ho is broad-souled, generous,
noble, liberal, alive to his moral and religious
responsibilitics, Whenever the contribution-
box was passed I mever knew him to fake
ous & cent, He is a square, true, honest
man in polities, and I must say he occupies a
mighty lonesome posltion. He has never
shirked a duty or backed down from
any  position taken In  publie life.
He has been right every time, and
stood there. As Governor, as Congressman,
as a soldier, as the head of the Cen-
tennial Commission, which inereased our
trade in évery port and pushed American pro-
duction into all the known world, he has
conferred honor and ecredit uvon the United
States. He is an American of Americans.
Would we had more such men! So broad, so
bountiful iz his character that he never
turned a tramp empty handed from his door,
but always gave him o lefter of intro-
duction to me., IHis public trusts have heen
many, and mnever in the slightest did
he prove unfaithiul, Pure, honest, incorrupti-
ble, that is Joe Hawley, Such a man in poli-
tics is like & bottle of perfumery in a
glue factory—it may modify the stench
if it doesn’t destroy it. And now, in speaking
thus highly of the speaker of the evening, I
haven't said any more of him than I would sny
of myself, Ladies and gentlemen, this is Gen.
Hawley.”

Mr. Clemens was frequently interrupted by
applause and laughier., At the close of his re-
marks, Gen. Hawley stepped forward and, for
gn hour and a half, spoke on the issues of the

Ay
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30. November 15, 1879 - Banquet of the Army of the Tennessee

BANQUET OF THE ARMY OF THE
TENNESSEE.
ANOTHER LONG SPECCIO LBY THE GENERAL—
THE TOASTS AND THE SPEARKERS,

Curcaco, Nov, 14.—At the banquet last
night, given by the Socioty of the Army of the
Tonnessee, at the Palmer House, 601 covers
were laid, and every chair was oceupied. The
bill of fare was printed on a card shaped into
the likeness of o tent, adorned with battle-
scenes, After dining, the DPresident of the so-
ciety announced the first toasts “ Our Country
—Her place among nations.”

(Gen. Grant responded as follows ; “ GENERAL
OF THE ARMY AND INVITED GUESTS : A noticewas
sent to me some days ago that I was to speak,
but I paid no attention to it at the time, having
bkad no idea until I got here what it was I was
to reply to, and thinking that when the time
came I could executo gome flunk movement and
et out of if, but after mv arrival here I found
I was to be the first one to be ealled upon. You
would have me say much about the po-
sition of our country among the nations of the
earth. Cur natien we have been in the
habit of looking upon as one of the first
nations of the earth, ¥or a long period of time
the Yankee had not only a very respectabls
opinion of himseclf, but of his country as a
whole, and it has been cur own opinion that we
had wnothine to fear in a eontest with



had npothine to fear in a econtest with
anv other power. I mmn nleased to zay that
from the observations that I have been able
to make in the last two and a half vears, we are
beginning to be regarded a little by other pow-
ers as wo in our vanity heve regarded our-
selves as to the place we have among nations.
I think wo have ull the elements that go to
make up a great nustionality,. We have the
strength, we have the individual seclf-con-
trolling independence, a2nd we have to a
greater dogree than almost any other
nation the power to colonize and settle
up new counfries and develop them,
We have also a very great advantaze in beinpg
without neizhbors to molest or make us afraid,
It is true we have northern frontiers and south-
ern frontiers, and we got along with & very
small Army, keeping no standing army—and
what little we have is not a standing army, be-
cauge it has no time to stand. I do not krow
anything that I can especially add to what [
have said, except 1n the way of advice, and
that is, let us be true to ourselves, avoid all
bitterness and ill-feeling, either on the part of
sections or parties, toward cach other, and we

need have no fear in future of maintaining the
standing we have takien among nations, so far
as opposition from foreign nations goes.” [Ap-
plause. |



s OPPOSIUICN LTOML LOVeIEI NRAI0NS foes. ™ [JAp-
plausa. |

The second toast, ** The DIresident and
Congress of the United States,” waa then
given, Gen. Lowan, in response, dis-
cussed the relations and respective duties of
thesze two branches of the Government from a
legul and politieal stand-point. He reviewed
the list of Fresidents who have served with
honor to themsclves and io the nation, with
speeinl eulogies of Jackson, lincoln, and
Grant. The  third toast, **Tho Army
of the Tennessee: Under Great Lead:
ers it accomplished Great Vietories,”
was replied to Dby Gen. 5. A. Hurlburt
Gen, Hurlburt's remarks were followed by
music by the Lombards—* Marching Through
(Feorgia,” the whole company joining in the
ehorus. The fourth toast, ** Our First
Commander, Gen. U. 5.  Grant,” was
responded to by Col. Vilas. The fitth
toast, *“*The Army of the Tennessee,”
in the ahsence of Lieut.-Gen, Sheridan, was re-
sponded to by Gen. Sehofleld. The response to
the sixth toast, ** The Navy,” was assigned to
Secretary Thompson. The seventh toast, ** The
Officers and Soldiers of the Mexiean War”
wag responded to by Leonard Swett, The
eight toast, *““I'he Memory of MePher-
son, Blair, and All of Our Heroic Dead,” was
drunk standinge and in silence, n dirge boing
played by the bapnd. The ninth toast was,
**Thoe Army of thoe Cumberland and its Leader,
the Rock of Chiekamanra: Their glory can never
fade,” and was responded to by Gen. Garfleld,
'The tenth toast, **'I'be Army of the Potomac—
it fought with persistent valor and achieved
victory and undying fame,” was responded to
bly Gen. Woodford. The response to the
eleventh toast, ““All the other Armies of
the Union—alike with wus, they shared
the doangers and hardships of the
war; alike with us, they share the
honor of its grand achicvement,” devolved on
Gen, Pope. The twelfih toast, **The Volunteer
Soldiers of the Union Army, whose valorons
patriotism saved to the world o Gov-
ernment of the people by the peonle
and for the people,” was responded to by
Col. Ingersoll. The thirteenih toast, * The
Patriotic People of the United States, who fed,
clothed, and encouraged our armies, and stood
by us in defeat as well as in victory,” was re-
sponded to by Emory A. Storrs.

Tho responsc to the fourteenth toast, ** Wom-
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The response to the fourteenth toast, * Wom-
an,” devolved on Gen. Flotcher, The fifteenth
toast, **The Babies—As they comfort us in our
sorrows, let us not forget them in our festivi-
ties,” was responded to by Samuel L. Clem-
ens in a homorous and bhighly appre-
ciated speech. His injunction, **As long as
you are in your right mind don't you
ever pray for twins ; {fwins amount to a perma.
nent riot. and there ain't any real difference
between triplets and an insurrection,” called
forth shouts of laughter. In conecluslon, he al-
luded to the future Farraguts, historians, and
Presidents, who are now lying in thelr
cradles, ®nd said: *“In still one more
cradle, somewhere under the flag, the fu.

ture illustrious Commander-in-Uhlet oL the
Amerlecan armies ia go little burdened with his
approaching grandeurs and responsibilities as
to be giving his whole strategic mind, at this
moment, to trying to find some way fto get
his big toe into his month, an achieve-
ment whieh, meaning no disrespect, the illus-
trious guest of this evening turned his atten-
tion to some G0 vears ago; and if the child is
but a prophecy ot the man, there are mighty
few who will doubt that he succeeded.” [Laugh-
ter and applause. ]

(Fen. Grant is spending to-day ﬂulﬁtli at the
honse of his son, Col. Fred Grant, where he
beld o private recaption this afternoon. In the
evening the Chicago Club tendered him
a roception. To-morrow afternoon Gen, Grant
will have his flrst public reception here
et the Grand Pacifie Hotel, lasting from 3 to 5
o'clock. The publie at large will thus have an
opportunity te shake him by the hand. Later
in the evening he will sit down with a few
friends to a dinner given by John B. Drake.
Among those invited to meet him at dinner are
Judge Drummond, of the United States Circuit
Court, and Gov. Gear, of Jowa.



31. November 26, 1879 - How His Time is Wasted

HOW HIS TIME IS WASTED |

SHOOTING IN THE DARK.
MARK TWAIN MISAPPREHENDS A POST OF-
FICE REGULATION AND, FAILS TO MAKE

A HIT,
To the Editor of the Harfford Courant :

Sir: The new postal regulation adds quite
perceptibly to my dally burden of work., Needless.
ly, too, as I think. A day or two ago I made a note
of the addresges which I had put upon letters that
day, and then ciphered up to see how many words
the additional particularities of the new ruling had
eost me., It was sevenfy-iwo, That amounnts to just a

page of my menuseriph, exactly. If it were stufl that
a magazine would enjoy I could sell it and gradually
pet rieh as time rotled on; as it isn’t, T lose thoe time
and the ink. Idon’t wot a cent for it, the Govern-
ment grows no wealthier; I grow poorer, nobody in
the world is benefited. Seventy-two words utterly
wasted; and, mind you, when a man I3 paid by the
word, (art least, by the page, which is the sams
thing,) this sort of thing hurts. Here are one or
two speeimens from those addresses, with the un-
neeessary additions in italies:

Fditor *' Atlantie Monthly,”
Care Messrs, Houghton, Osgoed & Co.,
Winthrop-square,
Boston,
Mass.

Nine words wasted--1 nsed to use only the first
line and the word " Boston "—unnd until the letter-
enrriers lose thelr minds the additional nine words
ecan pevor bacome necassary.

Messrs, Arnold, Constable & Co.,
Cor, 19th & B'way,
& New-York,
NY.



AVs L

Six unnecessary words,
Gllsey House,

Cor. 29th  Bway,
New-York,
ﬂrl Irl

Siz unnecessary words,
Fven the dead people in Boston end New-York

eould tell a letter-carrior how to find these promi-
nont houses., That same day I wrote o letter to a
friend at the Windeor Hotel, New-York—surely,
that house is prominent enough, ain't 1t? Butl
could not precisely name the side sireets, meither
did I know the name of the back street, nor the head
cook's name. So that letter would have gone to the
dead-letter office snre, if I hadn't coverad 1t all over
with an appeal to Mr, James to talto it under his
personal offteial protection nud let it ¢o to that man
nt the Windsor just this once, and I would not of-
fond any more. .

Now, you know yourself that thero is no need of
an offieinl deeree to compel o man to make a letter
address full and elaborate whero it is at all neces.
sary—for the writer is more ansious that Tiis letter
shall go throuzh than the Postmsaster-General can
be. And when the writer cannot supply those
minute details from laeck of knowledge, the deeree
cannot help him in tho least.  So whut i3 ilie use of
the decres As for those common mistakes, the
misdiresting of lettors, the leaving off the eounty,
the State, &o., 4o you think an official decree can do
away with that 7 You know yourself that heedless,
absant.rzinded people are bound ro make those mis.
takes, and that no decree can kunoel the disposition
out of them. .

Observe this—I have been ciphering, and I know
that the following fasts are correct., The new law
will eompel 18,000 great mereantile houses to cmn-
ploy ihree extra correspondents at $1,000 a year—
$54,000—smaller establishments in proportion. It
will comnal 30,000,000 of our peopls to write &
daily average of 10 extra words avlece—300,000.-
000 unnecessary words ; most of thess people are
slow—the average will be half nminute consumed
on ench 10 words—15,000,000 minutes of this na.
tion's time fooled away every day—say 247,400
bonrs—which amounts to about 25,000 sworking
davs of 10 hours oaeh; this makes 8Z years
of 300 working days eacl. counting ont Sundays
and sickness—K?2 vears of this nation's time wholly
thrown away every dav! Value of the average
man's time, say $1,00G0 a year—now do you see {—
$72 000 threwn away dally; in round numbers
25,000,000 yearly: in 10 years, $250,000,000;
in o bundred years, $2,500,000,000 ; in a miilion

teemm e dim am _mes . wmmEm e






32. December 14, 1879 - The Postal Order Again

THE POSTAL ORDER AGAIN

MARE TWAIN ANSWERS MR, EEY'S
PRIVATE SECRETARY,

THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S ‘' UNNECESSARY
APPENDAGE” INSTRUCTED IN HIS DUTIES
AND PRIVILEGES.

do the Editor of the Hartford Courant :

A day or two ago I received a formidable en-
velope from Washinzton inclosing a letter and soma
printed matter. Thisenvelope had certain peeuliari
ties about it. or instance, in its rlght-ha.nd upper
corner an oval black stamp was printed, bearing the
words, *United States Postal Servico;” in the upper
left-hand corner the following words were printed in
large, bold type, in three separate lines, thus:

 Post Oiiice Depariment,

Ofiice of the Postmasier-(Feneral,
OFwICIAL BUSINESS.

~ In the Jower left-nand cornor was printed the fol-
lowing words, in two separate lines, thus: .

A penalty of $300 is fived by law for using thig en-
velope for other than OFFICTIAL BUSINEES.

Tu this majestic envelope I found the following,
among other things: _ :

PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT, }
WasHINGTON, D. (., Nov, 30, 1879.
8. M. OQlemens, Esy., Hartford, Conn.:
| DEAR S1r: Notleing your letter to the Hartford
Courasnit upon the recent order of the Postmaster-
(Feneral, 1 take the Hberty of inclosing a few copiea
. of a traet which the department has prepared in
order to meet such hardoned eases as yours, After
reading the traet and the inelosed ellpping from the
Clneinnati Knquirer, whieh latter I wish you would
return to me, as it is the only copy I have, you will
see that the " unnecessary labor” of which you com-
plain was really s unnecessary as the complaint,
tho only utility of which was te add to the aiready
surplus stock of misinformation ia the world, and to
enable some needy compositors to inereare their
strings by several shousand, which latter end might
have been just as well attuined by the use of borus,
I send you by this mail & copy of the Postal laws
and reculations, to explaln'the allusions in the traet,
and hope you will take the tiouble to look into the




and hope you will take the trouble to look into the
mutter thoroughly. The department is a unit in
regarding the order &s the greatest step toward per-
fecting the postal servies that has been 'taken for
years, and its officers are confident that when the
public understand it they will sustain 3t Yours
truly, THOMAS B. KIRBY,
’ Private Secretary to the Postmaster-General,

My CAunow FrR1EXD: When you shall have ont.

grown the effervescences of youth and acquired s
big of worldlv experence, you will cease to malie
mistakey like tht, That is to say, you will refrain
from meddii g {2 matiers which do not conceyn you;
you will recognize the simple wisdom of confining
yourself strigtly to your own business. Tlere ave
persons who would resent this innecent pioce of im-
pertinenes of yours, and say harsh things to yeu
. abous it ; but fortunately for yoy, I am not that sort

of person. WWhatever else 1 mnyglnck, I have a good
| henrt, 'Therefore, in a humane and gentle spirit, I
Wwill iry to set you right upon certain smalil points
—not to hurt you, but to do you good. You
seem to thinlk you have been cunlled to saceount,
This is a grave error. It isthe Post Office Depart-
ment of the United States of Amerien which has
been called to account. "There is & difference here
| which you have overlooked; I will point it out. You
. are not the Post Office Depurtment, but only an ir
responsible, inexpensive, and unnecessary appendage
to it. Grave, elderly men, public instructors, like
me, do not eall private secretaries to account. Bear
thig in mind; it will be & help to youn. 'The mistake
you have made is simple—you have imagined your.
solt the dog, whereas you are the tail; You have
endeavored to wag the dog; this was norv judicious,
You should have hung guiescent until the dog wagped
you, If I stepped on this tall—and we will grant for
the sake of argument that I did—1t was not to call
the tail's attention to anything but only to direct
the attention of the main body of the spimal toa
certain matter, Y¥You perceive it was simply in
the nature of ringing a Lell, that 15 all; my busi-
ness was not with the hell itself, but with the owner
of it. A bell is & useful thing, In a measure, but it
should not Keep on ringing when one is doue with it.
Do I make niyself partially understood? Lest there
he any doubt, let me illustrate further—by prrable ;
for the parable is the simplest and surest vehiele
for eonveying infermation to the imnature mind.
Yon seem to Tliave pathersd the impression,
somehow, that you are a member of the Cabi-
net. Whis is nn orror., You are only extrane-
ous matter connected with a member of the
Cubinet. Yonr ehief is one of the guns of that bat-
tory, but you &re not. You are ot the gun (r the
lend, or even the ram.rod ; neither do you Ellpplj;
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tory, but you &re not. You arve uot the gun(r the
icad, or even the ram.rod ; neither do yvou supply
the ammunition. Vou only do ufF the eartridge. and
' sarve as a fire-stlek to toueh it off. You ave not the
| barrel of molrsses; you are only the fancet throongh
which the molasses is discharged. You are nof the
boot, but the boot-jack; -that is to say, you do not
turnish the ides, you only pull it off, Vou are not
the lightningz, but only the lightning-rod. Do
. you pereeivet? The .thing I am trying to
convey to you s, that it does mnot becomse
you to assnme functions which do not belong
to you. You may think it strange that I
am closing this note without suying anything upon
the matter which you huave broached. Overlook
that, drop it out of your mind—we do not disturb
the repose of private secretaries withh nfinirs with
which they lhave neothing to do. 'The news-
paper siip which you have iunclosed to me
will be returned to you by one of my private sec-
retarios, I lcep 11 of these things—not for use,
but display. Although I caunct congent to talk
public business with you, a benevolent impulse
moves me to cuil your. attentlon to a mattar
which I8 of quite serious importance to you us
an ndividual, You, an uneificial private eiti-
van, Anve written me an entirely personal uand nun-
official latter, which you have had the temevity
to inclose to me in & department envelope bearing
npon its surfsee in elear print this piain and unmis.
toakable warning: YA peualty of $300 is fixed by
law for using this envelope for other Lhan official
basiness.'”” The servants of tho Government's ofil-
cers ought to be, tor slinple deceney'’s suke, among
the last to break its laws. Youn lhave committed
a serious offense—an oifense which kas none of
the elements of a joke about it—and only plnin
and simple treachevy to his duty on the part of
your superior ¢an save you from the penalty
involved. 'The kindly and almost affectionate
spirit whieh I lhave shown yon is sufll-
cient evidence that I de net wish you any
harm, but, indeed, the reverss. No, if that treach.
ery shall intervene io shelier von, I shall not be
sorry—-us far ag you individuwlly are coneerned—but
I should be unfaithful to my eitizenship If I did not
at the same time feel something ot a pung to seoc a
lnw of the land coclly Ignored aud degraded by one
of tiie very hipliest officers of tho Government. As
far ns 1 am concerned you are safe, unless you in.
trode upon me again, in which ease I may be
tempted to bring you before the courts myseli for
the wviolation of tnat law. There, now. receive my
blessing. Go, and do not mix into other people’s
affairs any more. Otherwise, you may pick up some-
body who will feed disugrecabla words to yonm in-
stead of augar. MARK TWAIN,




THAE PRIVATE SECRETARY RETORTS.

Ty the Bditer of the Hartford Fecning Post :

Sir: My attention has been called to a letter
in the Courant of Dec. 9, signed ‘**Mark Twaln,”
and apparently intended’ for me, althouph Alw
Twain has not as yot had the courtesy to dirveet one
¢l his eleven private secretpries to send me a copy
theract, so that I should never have known of this
letter but for the kindness of some friends. 'The ex.
perience of others during some 10 vears thatI
owned and edited o country daily satisfied me that a
correspondent who attempted to corvect an editor in
his own paper had mistaken his ealling, and ns Mr,
Twain 1s evidently sadly in need of correction, I
must ask your indulgence for the following:

Wasnixagroy, D, C, Dee, 11, 1870,
Mark Tweain, Esq.:

AGED AXD RuSPECTED SIR: 1 don’t knew that I
quite grasp the meaning of vour letter in the Coni-
ant of the 9th iust.; there is such a wenlth of i{lus.
tration in it that one almost loses sight of the mat.
ter intended to be illustrated in his admiration ot
the beauty of the illustrations; but as near as T ean
make it out you seem to be undar the impression
that I felt aggrieved, trod upon, st down upon,
pulled, or otherwise misused, sither personally, ar
a8 a8 an '*irresponsible, inexponsive, and unneces-
sary appendage’’ to the Post Office Dapurtment, by
your levter to whleh my communication referred.

Now, right there is whera you make & very serlous
mistake, 'There wus nothing in your first letter per.
sonnl to myself, and Itz misrepresentations of the
regulations of the Post Offee Department were in
themselves no more worthy of notice than these of o
hinndred irresponsiblo, ignoran$, and unknown news.
paper writers, whose marked effusions are aaily sent
to the department by their misgnided readers. So
far as the order of the Postmaster-General and the
rezulations of the department are concgroed, they
nozd no defonse, because any man who "has sonse
enough to ecomprehend them, sees at o glance that
they are right, and the officera ol the denartmenst
have no time t6 waste in correcting the misinformn.-
tion concerning them so sedulously disseminated by
many of the eommon run of newspaper men.

Nothing in the world could have Indueed me or
anybody connected with the postal service to notice
vonr letter had it appeared as ar editorial in the
Barkhoameted Hugle of Freedom, from which I
thooght it had been oxtribted by the editor of the
papoer in which I found it, until I came to the siena-
ture; but when I saw the signature, I said tn my-
self: *'Now, here is another good man gone wroug,

rievousiy wronz. Hare is a mun that I have been
aﬂ?kil}ﬁ up to for Years as my r.'ui{]f,-. Phi]nﬁsﬂphﬁnund



looking up to for years as my guide, philosopher, and
friend, a man whose famne ¢overs the hemispheres, as
the inventor of & serap-book, the inaucurator of the
movemens o ereet s monument to Adam, and the
only man who ever dared to spenk irraverently of
members of the Boston Mutual Admiration Society
in tho presence of a meeting of that society, and thig
man hias beon writing about a mntier ot which he is
g0 utterly and hopelessly ignorant that he thinks he
Enows all about it.”

"It worn’'t do," said I to myself, ** to lst szeh g man
as this eontinue to lanenish in darkners and reflecs
the same upon his nelghbors.” Mo, out of pure
benevolence, I sent. you the documsents, believing
thnt when wvou had been furnished the evidence
thut you were all wrong, and had been so from the
beginning, you would not reiract, for that would be
fatal, but that you would, at least, say that the ae-
partment hnad recedsd from thopositionin which vou
had pleced it, and that it was st any rats, aecording
to your latest advices, not exaetly the hinbecile inant
tution which you had rapresented it to be. _

I nm gind to see that I was not dissppointed, but I
am a little surprised to find you laying the responsl-
bility of your former ignoranees upon the depurtment.

Still, I don't know that I ean blame you either for
that or for the (to me) somewhat personal preface to
your recantation. In an ordinary man-it would be
regarded As muitural, but'l had somehow thought
better things of you, You aee I supposed, as a
matter of conrse, when you killed your con.
selénce you had also mnade away with. your
sanaitivensse. To o professlons]l hiimorist, & man

who makes his living by, prodding other
people, a thin skin is even more meonvenient than a
consclenee, and I had not the alightest idea that you
would get mad at i little thing like my lotter. I can
only say, by way of palliation, that if I have done
anything for yen to be xorry for, T am glad of it

In’ conelusion, permit me to sugeest that if you
will kindly stir up that partienlar one of your 11
private secretarles, whose duty it ls to return thas
newspaper e¢lipping I sent you, you will greatly
oblige, Yours traly, THOMAS B. KIEBY.












